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Re: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL / 

^ 4 ? 


IN 1EP.V IEV7 T'/TTH 



also known 
was interviewed a/£~ his home at 
field. Illinois, by Special 


V 

\ 






make a pood witness i 
I s — he app^-rs ipt«] ligently alert. 


o speak English very well, although 
He has no known criminal record. 


c- 



upplied the following signed statement: 


’•Springfield, 111 
September 4, 1943 



sometimes known as 


makte the 



eats or 


following voluntary statement tc 
who are Special Agents of the Federal Bureau o 
promises of any kind have been made to get me to make a statement and I do 
so knowing it may be used in a court of law. 



"I began working in coal mines in 


■ in about 


and first joined a union at that time. I joined U.M.7!'. 


•*I first worked at Mine *3” about" 
other mines and came back to Mine ” B n about 


and then I worked in several 


’•I think the miners and the management got along o.k. before the 
r.M.A. was formed. In 1932 I joined P.M.A. because there was a condition 
existing within the U.M.W. that the miners did not like. Te had no voice 
in the election of officials and we had to do as the union officials said, 
so my local quit U .M.TT. and joined P.L'.A. I have never be.en e official 
of any union. 


,? I liked P.M.A. at that time and I thought the miners were about 
50j£ better off under P.M.A. than U.Ii.'". As far as I know there was no 
difficulty with P.M.A. and the mine owners until just before the strike 
at Mine ”B" in 1937. 


”1 did not see any spies at Mine ’’H” before the strike and no one 
attempted to get me to change from P.M.A. to U.M.1V. at this time. I 
heard a day or so before the strike that 2 or 3 men had been expelled from 
P.M.A. for spying activities. 
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He: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


^^nrgviEVT^ITIL ”0n the day of the strike I loaded all my cars as usual 

worked a full day. I understood that the company had 
^(continue^^^^^ refused to deal with P.M.A. and also that the company wanted 

to deal with U.M.W. 

”1 signed a P.M.A. petition shortly after the strike to show the 
Federal Government that P.M.A'* was in majority, 

"A few months after the strike we heard the mine was going to 
open under U.M.W. so at our union meeting we decided we would picket the 
mine to protect our jobs. On the chy the mine w as supposed to open only a 
few UMT miners went in the mine. We continued to picket until we were 
served with an injunction. 

n I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in December 1937. It was a 
fair election and P.M.A. won by a large majority. 

"I started back at Mine "B" when it opened on an open shop basis* 

I worked as P.M.A. until I saw the majority '«re going U.JLW. and because I 

wanted to and as long as both P.M.A. & U.M.W. were working there was 

always trouble. I had no recourse if I was shorted on my cars, unless I 

belonged to the union who was able to deal with the mine operators. I 
have been short weighted on my cars loaded and I can't get the proper settle- 
ment under U.M.W. 


"I prefer P.M.A. to U.1L7T. because the miner has something to 
say in electing the officers under F.1LA. while in U.M.TL we have to accept 
any officer who is appointed. 


"I have had this 3 page statement read to me by 
and it is true and correct. 


/s / 



* 



Special Agent 

Special Agent, F,B.I. rt 
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"Springfield, 111 . 
September 1, 1943 


^ do lotting signed 

selves known toB^sopecial AgentsoI^e^^^R^fflH^nureau of Investigation* 
Y;o threats or promises of any kind were made to cause me to make this 
statement. 



”1 first started working in the mines in H|H joining th® United 
yine Workers of America dt that time* I started B about three or 

four years before the union split up in 1932, Before 1932 so far as I 
know the relations between UM75A and ~'ino B officials was alright* 


"Theft of ballots was the immediate cause of the Progressives being 
formed 'in 1932. Host of Vine B joined up with the Progressives . Be tv sen 
1932 and 1937 PMA officials got along fine v ith Elshoff. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEMS, ET A L 


^ o 
lx> 


INTERVIEW" WITH rt The trouble in the Spring of 1957 started because of an 

argument over whether the new wage scale would be retro- 


re member off hand are Charles Bohannon, Pete Carter, Tony Flotch, Frank 
Austin, Jimmy Hale, Andrew Skreleveous (phonetic spelling), I believe that 
there were three trials at which these men were suspended for 99 y^ars* 

These trials took place a short time before the strike on May 12, 1Q37* I 
was at the trial the night Charles Bohannon and Domonic Pasquale and at least 
one or two others were suspended* The only persons present at these trials 
were the witnesses and Trial Board of Five Members. The trials were held 
at the HR Meeting Hall, 


know about the strike until the night of '.ay 12, 1957, I have heard that 
short cars v/ere being loaded on the day of the strike. 


picketing started in September of 1937* During this period a few UMTCA men 
tried to open the mine but they never had enough men to be successful. 


about pample ts being passed out but can’t remember what was on them, I 
voted r r ogress' i v e • 


Progressives . I was on the committee to see Elshoff in the fall of 1939 about 
opening the mine. At the meeting Elshoff said, T I v.ill let you go back to 
work, and give you the chock off, but if we run short of men I 1 11 hire 
whoever in the hell I v^ant to, 1 


'Yorkers -were paying Elshoff during the strike* I heard that they had given 
him as rue h as $200,000.00, but can’t prove it. 

^ hon I v.cnt back to work in 1939 undor the ’open shop 1 agreement 
the majority of the miners still favored the Progressive Ihnc orkere. 

Soon after we went back to work a man by tho name of \-£ was put 

on as an ’air inspector 1 - this was the first time they overbad that job 
at v ine B* He tried to make friends wit 



active or not* At this time there was about a doten men 
at lline B who were believed to be spies and in the pay of 






The day of the strike I loaded two cars and came home and didn’t 


IT 


I v;as on picket duty at r’ine B nearly every day after the 


n I never sou any violence* or blood shed while I vas picketing at 


"ine B 


"I remember the first election in December of 1937, It wont 
Progressives von 404 - 25, I remember that there was some trouble 


"Aft^r tha election Elshoff didn’t seem to want to deal with the 




There was a rumor goinj around at the time that the United Mine 


UIT>A. Other U?5'.A men v*ho came in 



These men 
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Re; JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL 


A ? c, 

*=> 



intinued ) 


these men along with several others -sere the ones nho 

i £ i „ _ _ /i A df.n w ^ n y w — L . ^ ^ _ __ j__ ^ ^ 

oeax up a numutr ui une run. -t jjwur saw 

any of these acts of violence* 


"Altogether during the period 1939 and 1940 early 1941 tt«> TJ1TSA 
must have brought in about 50 men, and kept signing men over all the ‘t.ime. 

"During this period the U1TA men were in the office all of the 
time, and seemed to bo very friendly with Elshoff. 

H *r . X. _ J T"- _ — _ * „ A J WL A 4- 4'L^ n a n«n ^ « 1 r-v. *1 Vt t 4 1 ") O ^ 

X V OX 0 a rrogrUBSJtvti u^am atr uirs ciog^iou uv-iv ftt3 j-'w/o v 

by quite a number of votes* Before the election at the NLRB hearing they 
had a number of men there wearing buttons to show their preference of UM^A; 

I heard that there was a *10.00 fine for members who did not go and wear 
these buttons. I was asked to go to this meeting and wear & U1£7A button but 
I refused . 


"Before the 
cars k men docked, & 


election mens tools wore stolen, sulpher thrown in coal 
men were teaT up to got thorn to join the Uir A. 


tools 



a list of 21 Progressives vhose 
period. 


"I remember that a petition was passed around after the strike and 
over 450 men signed in in original handwriting and gave their address 
showing that they favore? the Progressive Union. 


"I have read the 
made by me* The same are 


■■bove four and one half (4^) pages of statements 

X- M _l. n M J T aI j-^u *L j^, ^ Vk -» -r m *! /» w irm r "a*! (H ■> I A 

ViTU t, ^UU i UU Il^JTUUy l-ljf * 


(signed) 


itnessod : 



N 

♦B.I., Springfield, Illinois 
/s/F.B.I. Springfield, 111 


II 



c 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




However, he did not seem to know much about the pertinent period ap will 
be noted in his statement* He appeared to be an honest individual and 
was cooperative* 


had no chance to observe relation between F.M.A. & Elshoff. I never heard 
the management favor U.M.U* in any way however* There wore no unusual 
disputes between the local officials and the members so far as I know* 

So far as I know there was no racketeering by the local officials. I don^ 
think that in this period I attended more than 5 meetings this was because 
of the time it took to go to Springfield to ‘attend. Concerning the 
Progressive men who were sentenced for bombing and such I certainly 
dont think they did all they were accused of* 7/hile I was there the Union 
dues seemed normal and I didn’t know of any money being handled wrong* 

From the time I went to Mine B up to the time of the strike I never 
saw U.M.T7* picket the mine. I heard that there were some men in the P.JJ.A* 
who wore trying to switch the men to U.M.W. I never saw any literature 
distributed by I never heard of ELSHOFF giving any parties for 

U.15.7*. officials. 

”1 rember that just before the mine closed we were working under 
a temporary agreement* As I recall there was some kind of a settlement. 


His statement is as follows i 




Agents "of the F.B.I. No weatso^romises have been made me to procure 
this statement* 



I started at Mine 11 aubut 1935. 1 was a charter member of P.M.A. 

the U.K.77. local to which I belonged wont to P.M.A* in 1932* 


"From the time I started at ?;ine "E* to the time of the strike I 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


y 7 <l/ 

bn r> 


where we were supposed to get $ome back pay. There 
was a lot of* talk about this at the t ime * So far 
as I know the miners did not feel the U.K.TT. would be 
able to get any better contract than the P.M.A. 



n I dont remember any dispute over wages prior to the strike, 
the Union officials would see I got what was coming. 


I felt 


TT I heard of a meeting being held the day before the strike* I did 
not attend it however, and didn’t hear of it till May 12. What I heard was 
talk up on top. When I went to work May 12, 1957 I had no idea there would 
be a strike. What I hoard was that the men vie re going on strike because 
the Company would not fine some expelled miners. I felt these men should 
have been fired, but can’t speak for the others. I heard the names of 
some, I rcconize as being one of them the name of Frank Austin. I dont 
remember any thing about any cars being loaded short this day. — 

"I dont recall now signing any petitions the summer after the 
mine closed^ If I had signed any they would have been P.M.A. 

"I signed no petition for U.M.1T. and didn’t know they had one. 

"I hoard nothing about the U.M/.7. forming a local the summer of 

1937. 

”1 remember nothing unusual happening during the summer of 1937. 

"Just pri o r to the starting of the picketing at Mine W B W I was 
working paid little attention to what happened 
at the mine. I "die not go but to work when the picket line started and 
know nothing about the time the ?'ar shall ordered the men out. I did go 
out on 2 or 3 occ asions to help with the picketing this was after my 
Everything there was peaceful so~T remember and the 
men were just there to protect thier jobs. 

"I dont recall going back to the mine after this until the mine 
reopened for good. 


”1 voted at the first NLRB election. The vote was by sec rect 
ballot 4 as far as I know it was an honest and good election. "T^voted 
P.M.A*, which was the way I wanted it and no one forced me to do this. 

heard nothing about Falsetti or any of the men from Mine B 
going to work at the Jefferson Mine* 
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Rc: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



^ Zj> 


"I got a letter from the Co. advising me that the 
mine was to open. I went to the mine right away 
before the date called for in the letter, I asked 
Falsetti to give me a new room and he said that 
bonaure Df a Labor board ruling every man had to go back in his old room. 

I never went down in the mine and have never been back to Mine n B n since, 
Falsetti made no mention of wages to me and said I could go back when n$r 
turn came ho never asked me to what union I belonged* I was v?elT~6atisf ied 
with P.U.A* and still feel it is a good union. 


gum 

[continued) 


”1 have had Agent ^IHHi rGa ^ me ^' no ^ orc £°i n 6 statement of 6 

pages , us I have trouble reading myself. This statement is all true to the 
best of my recollection, I am therefore signing it of my own free will* 



- 61 - 




v • 



c 


RE i JOHN L. LFTCS, ET aL. 
TN'mvIS 1 ? 


O 

^ 7 J» 7 



Illinoi 



Jointly inter 

September 8, 1943 by Special Agents 
He appeared to be willing to answer 
"and submitted the following signed statement* 


quebt 




‘i- 


Illinois 
September 8, 1943 






feh e following volun- 
tary., statment to whom I know to be 

Soeoial Agents of th^Tetferl^aureau of Investigations, TJ. S. Depart- 
ment of Justioe. 

" "I reside a& ^ 

I am presently employed at the Panther Cree^lin^fS^Springf ie Id , Illi- 
nois, as a H1 a miner. By plia, I refer to the Pr o gressive Mine Workers 
'of 



"The first mine union 1 ever Joined was the United 
Mine "forkers of America , referred to hereinafter as the TMf. I _icined 


this union about 


[at Springfield, Illinois when I worked at 



man at the 


"The only union offioe I aver held was a pit Committee- 
lunder the UH17, 


"I workedu^t^nember of the IM7 in mines in the 
Springfield area f rviL|||^|^y§m In September, 1932 I was working 
at the Peabody Mine ^59, Springfield, Illinois and there, in that 
month, I voluntarily joined the P-la. 


"I was well satisfied with the R.1 a leadership and 
feel that the officials of the RIa treated the rank and file miner 
fairly. 


PMa* 


"I took no aotive part in the fomuticfti of the 


"In the latter part of 1934 I started working at 
Mine 3 as a Rjn member and I worked there continuously until the 
mine dosed an May 12, 1937. 

"The relations between ELSHOFF and the Pita appeared 
to be satisfactory frcm l l 34 to May 1937 when it closed. The closing 
of Mine B, was a surprise to me. I never had any knowledge of UHU 
organizers in this nino in the Spring of 1937, and was never oontaoted 
by them or heard that they contaoted other miners. 
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n I went to very few union meetings because 
I lived too far away from Springfield to make 


suoh trips* 


n 


I was not familiar with the wage scale problem in 


1937 between the EUa and ELSKOFF# However, I thought the FMa miners 
were to get seme back pay which wus not paid* 


but I heard the next morning at the mine that four or five men had been 
expelled because they hud joined the 1M7# I did not know the details* 

"The PMa members felt that the IM7 men should have 
been expelled, und that ELSHOFF should not pernit them to work* 

II ^ r,. _ _ to TO'irr T _ , ^ „ w. _ T _ , J ] -1 — .4. 

UQ muy ic, 130/ t><-niw oum o ww: t? xuuuou duoi u, 

and the mine closed down* I do not know why the oars were loaded 
short* 


I thought the NL£B eloction of December 15, 1937 was fair and repre- 
sented the desires of the mine workers* \Jhen the next N*R*B eleotion 


n I did not attend the RiA meeting of Jfey 11, 1937, 


"I never did go buck to Mino 3 after May 12, 1937* 


was hold, I was not working at the mine* I had no knowledge that 


ELSHOFF favored the ULIf at Mine B* 



"1 have had 


had th e two pages of this statement read 
HB und it contains the truth to the beet 


to me by -& JBK 

of my knowTecTge 



"7itnes 




Sneoioj^igent F*B*I* 
Special Agent , F*B.I* Tt 


- 63 



Be: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




WIT H , 

and 
id 

convincing manner an- seemea to nave a la^rly good recollection of events 
within his knowledge relative to instant case* It is believed that 
would make a good witness for th e Gove rnment® There is being set fori 

^ otaUrjent nh i ohS|^H executed at the time of this interview 


Sep‘ 


111 . 

m3 



[make the following voluntary statement to 
Doth cf whom have identified themselves as 
Igents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ko threats or 
promises have been made to induce me to make a statement* 



and presently live 
i joined the 


"I 

at Vine B from 1930 until Jan. 'of 1943 when 
1 started working at the old Vest Vine. I have never held any office in 
the union* 


"I joined the PMA in 1932 when the state went progressive and it 
was my opinion that all the men wanted to change over to Progressive-# 

Things went along smoothly in the PVA until 1937 & all the men felt 
satisfied with the officers* 

"In Llarch of 1937 cur contract with Vine B expired and the union 
was trying to settle on a new contract with the company. All of the men 
thought the PVA could do as well on a wage increase as the ULIff, At about 
this same tine our local discovered that some of our men were acting as 
spies for the U.Y.'V-. Some of these men rere Charles Bohannon, Bominick 
Fascuale, Trank Austin, Jaeaway and others that ran around with these men* 
These men started agitating about a week before the strike and kept going 
around among the men telling them to go on strike because a new contract 
hadn f t been signed, I was in one cf the groups when these men were telling 
us to strike. 


"I know that these men were expelled from the Union before the 
strike for their actions. I don't know how long they were expelled for 
and didn't attend the meeting, but I think most of the men knew they were 
expelled. 


"I went to work at Vine B in box^ as a dieerer on the dav of the 

▼ U *r 

strike. All of the F**A men said they wouldn*t work with these men. Our 
told Falcetti the men should^t be allowed to work-, but the 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


i>7 o 


company said the men should 'work. "I think the company 
was playing favorites in letting these men work* 

When ve saw the company was going to let the men work 
we all went below and started working. When I saw that 
some of the other felloes were loading cars short I decided I would also 
load some cars short. We continued loading short until we were called out 
of the mine. I think it was about 3:00 PI! when we got on top and were told 
-the mru was on strike. 


INTF^VTUW ML 



11 1 wert to work the next day as I think it was pay day and I also fj 

i / ■ I • ■» -L V T»n_ _ _ _ A. J_ _ ♦ 1 J _ J / / 



xnought the strixe mi gnu De _over 
a pamphlet by our union man 
the new contract set forth showi 
put out a pamphlet which was distributed by' 
pamphlet had the contract set forth, but there was no retroactive clause 
in it* Y.e decided we wouldn’t work so v:e all came home. 


men we goe vo ene mine we were ntinu euw 
ft this pamphlet had the provisions of 
a retroa ctive c lause. The management 

and this 



"During the summer of 1937 I signed two or three PMA petitions, 
think I signed one at the mine and one at the union hall, I was never 
forced to sign any of these petitions* In Sept = of 1937; after a notice 
was in the paper that the mine was to open we all went out to the mine. 
tThen we got to the mine we were told by our union men that the company 
had said we couldn T t go to work unless we signed up with United. I don’t 
believe any of the men tried to go to work that day. 


"The next day we started a picket line and kept it up until Dec, 
of 1937 when we were served with an injunction. Most of the men felt 
pretty bitter about the injunction. We felt that the court was wrong in 
issuing the injunction and we felt the company wasn’t giving us a square 

deal. The mine was our bread and butter and although we felt ottr union 

was doing as much as they could, we felt the company was against us. I 
stayed on the picket line from Sept, to Dec. and stayed because I wanted 
to. Vve were allowed to come home and change clothes ft see our families 
when ever we wanted to. 

"About the same time Charles Bohannon came to my house and asked 
me to join the U.M.W. He did not threaten me and I told him I didn’t 
want to join the UM7? at that time. 

"There was an NLRB election in Dec. of 1937 and I voted in that 
election. To the best of my knowledge there wasn’t any fighting and the 
voting was conducted in a fair manner, 

"I didn’t go back to the mine until November of 1939 when I got 

a letter from the company. I wont out to the mine a few days later and 

my section wasn’t ready due to dirt, etc. Tho bottom had heaved up and 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS , ET AL 
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"I think that when we started to work in 1939 that 


progressive had a majority. In my opinion the company was unfair because 
they wouldn't sign a contract with us. I know that the company sometimes 
refused to hire new men if they wouldn't agree to sign up with United. 


never saw any evidence of any money being paid by th or union to 


lived in Springfield. I never ran around with any o. en. 

In about the fall of 1940 I joined the U.M.W. union. I joined 
the union because 1 had heard that some of our men had been treated pretty 
rough by the U.K.V?. men. I v:as never threatened or beat up, but figured 
it would be the best thing to do to join up. I had a family to support 
and didn't want to lose my job. I was never told by the company that I 
had to join United, but it was generally felt by the men that to hold their 
job they had to sign up- The men also felt that if they didn't sign up 
that sooner or later they would get beat up. 

,T I have read ov;;r this entire statement of 6 pages Sc wish to state 
it is true to the best of my recollection. 



t 




(signed) 


"Witnesses 





Special Agents, FBI 
U. S. Dopt of Justice 11 
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RE* JOHN L. L2T71S, ET AL. 



INTERVIS 




iad hoard a 
meeting on September 
ducted of the Mine * 
able to gather, the 
alleged labor spies, 
wondering if the F3I 
to take the attitude 
by the FBI# 


pn Septembe^^kl94^Speoift^ Agents s 
and e rviewe d 

t his Illinois* 

ents that he had no criminal record* Immediately" 

advised that he had been told by one 
ois* that an Septenber 3 t 1943 that 
couple of men talking in the mine about holding a 
4, 1943, concerning the investigation being can- 
3" situation by the FBI* as near as this man was 
p ersons to attend thi s meet ing were the twelve 
stated to these me^were 

ye^und tal ked tc ^BMpnd seemed 


en 


that it would 


bad if 


ad been Interviewed 


It was noted in the course of the interview thatjggg seemed 
to have an exceptional recollec tion of events that took place at Mine 
B during the questioned period. VHHB seemed to be an honest and reli- 
able person and he expressed his effi^ete willingness to appear in court 
at any time to testify to what he had told agents. 



wi tness * 
mentt 


J^is believed that 
gave agents the 


[would make an excellent and willing 
following five-page typewritten state- 



•a 



111 ., 

nd 


■th^ free and 

voluntary statement to " - n d . .. ? ' . who t-re 

known to ne to be S p e c i a 1 Ag errt so? t he Fed ami Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. United States Department of Justice. No threats or promises 
have been made to me to give this statement. 
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INTERVIEW VIT_ 
(Continued! 



coal di 




"I first started at Mine Bk^Springf ield , 1 11. < 

aether© in I wa s born 

In VjB I joine^^ne iMf with 

my dad, and I never have held any union office# Beror^iy32 our I M7 
local was alright at Mine 3 and it was a ccmp&ny union and wb miners 
just paid our dues into the local but did not get any support and if 
we had any disputes we did not get far with them at oil# During that 

time ELSHOFF would get whatever he got frcn HA/ and it is even worse 

now at Mine B than it was back in those days# !7e IMJ men got a dirty 
rotten deal fron JOHN L# LETTS and he gave us the right to vote and then 
he stole the ballots and I was glad when we went over to FUa in 1932# 

*Te miners felt that LET1S had sold out to the operators then# I took 

an active part in starting JM a at Mine B and to get rid of H.FJ there 

and I talked to other fellows and told them to join R-Ifw* -at that 
time most of the men went over to Ria of their own free will and no 
one was forced to join over and I will say that we had a good organisa- 
tion under the Ria leadership# 


"Between 1932 and until the mine closed down PI la officials 
got along alright with CjlRL ELSHOFF of Mine B# However, around 1935 
or 1936 about 13 men established themselves together and they would go 
into the coal office and talk to then about going back to TJMWf These 
men were SoIMf # also known as J IS; aNDY SCHRELEVIOUS 9 >*3IIHIC PaSQUoIJ2, 
PETE CjxRTER, FRkUK aUSTIN, TONY PLOTCH, COTTON aIMJIaS, JOHN SIHTGUT, 
GEO. and QlCftY JaC^JT^Y, CHARLES BOtyJJNON and JIM HaLEj There also was 
a Lithuanian with them who iB now deadk ELSHOFF and the management of 
Mine B did not bother us at ell before the nine closed about going back 
to LMi that I recall of. ’7e RIa miners got along 100 % with the PMa 
officials fran 1932 until the mine closed with the exception of the 
13 men mentioned about and we liked the officials and things got along 
just fine then. YJe men decided what should be done and our committees 
took up our troubles and got things for us and it was a lot better then 
in those days than it is now at the present tine at Mine B f Te never 
suspected anything wrong wit h the RIa off^ials* I attended almost 
every meeting because wriS our weigh man 

and he went to the meetings^fhd 1“ would go a"Iong with him* In regard 
to those PMa men who were convicted for that bombing I felt pretty bad 
about it and I thin k that J OHN L* LEMIS gave u lot of money to a 
railroad diak named and he gave it out and I think that the nen 

who went to the pen were all innocent# I attended their trial on 
several times. Other miners also felt that the PMa men were not guilty 4 
Before the mine closed Hi* officials properly accounted for their 
money and I always was given receipts for dues I paid and they never 
had a lot of special assessments# There was no feeling at all that the 
IMa offioials were getting any out out of the money natters* IMM men 
tvever picketed Mine B before it closed and I never saw any 15teratur^ 
frq*n then* *xbont 3 tc € months before the mine closed the IS men 
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mentioned above I heard did a lot of talk]£g around 
to other PIJrt. men in the mine to join back to TMT but 
they never talked to me beoause they all knew that 
I was a strong RIA. man* It Is my reoolleotion that 


same time before the mine olosed CHARLES BOHhJTNOK and acme one else was 
expelled free RiA and then later an seme more were expelled* I attended 
all those meetings along then and I reoall that the Trial Coumittee made 
their reports to us miners at the meeting and after they reported they j 
had a vote amongst the members and we voted to expell them, beoause // 


they were trying to us to Join over to IMF?, This was not done at one j / 
meeting but happened over a period of time and the Trial Conmittee had / 
done a lot of o he eking on these men and we miners had that right to / 
vote an those matters but now under UC7 we don't have that right 
more, I reoall when the contract expired in spring of 1937 that. 




we were working without a contract pending u new care and that if there 
was a raise it was to be re troatice and I had 114 tons then and never 
got a dime for it yet* officials told us at these meeting! 

just what was going on in regard to this wage question and they did not 
Jiold out any information from us at ell but kept us fully informed of 
all details as at that time I wag very active and attended every meet- 
ing* Ih regard to parties I did hear that BUJHOFF and men did hold 
parties but I don T t know where and I also heard that after IMT won 
the sooond NLRB election that a big party wag held at the offices of 
Mine B* RJA miners always felt tbnt RiA would sign a contract with 

ELSHOFF and we all felt that FMA dould get for us just a good a oontraot 
as m#7 could ever get for us* V/e miners were all satisfied with the 
wage question and there was no trouble there at Mine B cn pay days nor 
were there any strike or slow downs beoause of this wage trouble* Just 
before the mine closed in 1937 these 15 non mentioned above were very 
active in going around to hemes of minefs at Auburn and other places 
and they tried to get them to Join over to UM17 tut they never contacted 
me as they know I was too strong for fMA and I also heard that theso 
13 men were seen a lot around the IM7 building and I recall that I 
used to see some of those 13 men walk along the street in the direction 
of the UUW Building but I never aotuelly saw them enter it* At that 
time I hud ho use for these 13 men and wo did not speak to ono anothei^i 
I don f t recall of the management of Mine R telling us anything about 
the wage so^ie and it was gossip then that ELSKCfT would not sign up 
with the Illinois Operators because ho wanted to break away from PMa and 
join over with UJC7 and at that time the Illinois Producers Association 
was signed up with fWA* 


special and not a regular meeting at the ftlA Ball at 6th 4 IJhshington 



"The night before the mine closed down there was held a 
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INTER VIEW? Ij lTH in Springfield, 111* I had been told of this by our 

anger at Mine 3 and at that time "of the meeting 
there must have been between 300 and 400 present as 
it wus & large group* The main purpose of this 
meeting was to decide what action should be taken or done in regard to r / 
the expelled miners who had been expelled sane time before at our j j 
previous regular meetings and none were expelled this evening at all / 
as they had been expelled before* Before this special meeting had 
been held the management of Mine 3 would not fire these expellod men 
and it was decided at that meeting that the management should be given 
one more chance to discharge then and that if tho management refused 
to do so that the Progre ssives w ould not work with these expelled men 
and it was decided that l|^Hvshould recontact ELSHOFF about this 
matter# It was decided TTEl^we would picket the mine ifthes^men were 
not fired* At that sp ecial me eting there was prosenx 

and I think wrs there# I went to this^oun^nth 

Sehtioned above^^T^was a very peaceful meeting and there 
was rid trouble there and we all felt that those men should not work* 

At this meeting nothing was said about the wage question at all but it 
was just about these 13 men* 1 7hen I went to work the next morning I 
knew that if ELSHOFF no^fire these 13 men that we would picket 

the mine and I knew tha- J^^jwus to see ELSHOFF about it* Tfe did not 
call any strike but just refused to work with those 13 men who wanted 
to form a new organisation# On the day the mine dosed I worked about 
6 hours* At the special meeting the night before nothing at all was 
said about loading the oar short but on the day the mine closed some 
of the FMa miners sent around that wo should load our cars short in 
protest against these 13 non being allowed to work and I don’t recall 
just who told me but I did load 4 oars short too and one I never got 
p^id for till later an# as I heard it no Hia officials gave any such 
orders to load these oars shnr^but it was started by PIC* miners them- 
selves# I don’t think that called us out that afternoon but 

as I recall it the company its^^^?losed the mine down because the 
cars were being loaded short and we never worked a day again until 30 
months later# I left all my tools ana a full keg of powder in the 
mine that day and I did not know that the mine would be closed when 
I came out from the mine# This whole issue was over those 13 men and 
was not because of any wage trouble* On the f pill owing day after 
the mine closed the whistle blew but we Flin non picketed Mine B on 
the highway called Jacksonville Hard Road and no one went to work 1 1 
all except the engineer and the nine officials* This picketing lasted 
about 15 days and I was there every morning and there was no ill feel- 
ing among us men and none of these 13 non showed up at all during that 
time* It was a peaceful picket line and there wns no trouble at all 
and its purpose was to keep those 13 men from working. I just oan T t 
r* call if I signed any fU* petition a short time after the mine closed 
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but if there whb 
very strong then 
signed anything 
that I did sign 

don't knew if UlflY got out a petition 
as all knew I was a strong PMa men # 
formed a new local in sinner of 1937 
Sene time between Jfcy and Sent# 1937 
SCHRELEVI JUS shot a man and wife in 
not join the Utf.Y* -after the mine cl 
regular meetings any more but around 

<U-U- A V _ . , 4- TTTfTJ Vu.«; w » 4 , 

JJJ UiiU £» UUUUL/ UIW f J V 


one I would have signed it as I was 
for RJ/i* I was 'Willing to have 
for H Ik and it is quite possible 
if they had petitions out* I 
or not as no one contacted me 
I heard thru the paper thf t TMT 
but I never was asked to join it* 

I read in the paper that iiNDY 
their tavern beoause the man would 
os od down HJfc did not have any 
that time there was a lot of stuff 

- — * 4 -ir 

' V 


too that the IMT did have snail meetings around but I never saw or 
attended then* I also heard that these 13 men got jobs at Jefferson 
Hine because they had a TM7 local there and I also heard that FhI££TTI 
was a boss there and according to gossip OJiL EL&HOFF had an interest 
of was a receiver of the Jefferson Mine* During the fall of 1937 I 
attended a meeting of PMn at which time we wore told that the mine was 
going to open the next day or so under TM7 and that wo should be out 
and that we would be ready to go to work as FLd/i and not as^lMTj 

mnrriTniT Ti "If.Tfff* "hi vn nh nf ot) t th©r© incllldini 

11 ” ' — — 






m&L ^ 

rwafds ana told 


'ey had sofaetaik 



us miners that he 

with this President of UIJJ who said that if the PIki miners would 

applicutionsthat wo could go back to work at Mine B otherwise we 
could not and said he told this Pro side we would go back 

as and not und e^lMY* I also believe that ^mBBtold us that ho 
had a talk with OSC/Jl FaLCETTI who said nothingT^^^^m^talked to 
us out on the M^hv/uv whore we were in a lartre crout5. and at this time 

— ^ o — v - ■ o o "t r ~ 

we did not go on the mine property at all and we did not soe these 13 
men there at nil, and all of us went home then and no picketing began 
then* During the next week or so Rla held another mooting and we decided 
again that we v/ould still be and not UlffT and that we would picket 
the mine if IH-OT men went to work and in a day or so we all showed up 
at Mine B to go to work and at this time those 13 men were there* 

FaLCETTI let these 13 men go down into the mine himself that day and 
we went heme and that same afternoon wo hud another mooting at our 
Fjt* hall and manv non were there and it was decided that if these 13 
men returned to work the day that wo would picket and w ould not let them 
go down* /vt this meeting no force was usod on us at all and it was 
with wishes of t il us miners that these 13 men be kept out of the nine* 
Each of us had a voice in this natter and no Hla official told us we 
h-d to do something* "Ye men ran that local and we had the voice in 
it and there were u nice bunoh of men there in local 54* The next 
morning we bottled these 13 men up in the coal office and they stayed 
there till that afternoon when the Sheriff came out and let then go 
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away from the mine# Prom then on we stayed at the 
Mine 3 until the Marshall oane out with his injunc- 
tion# That morning when~~ti™ at the sh*ft 

getting ready to go d own IBB^BBB (phonetic ) 
of our Pit Committee told Falcetti that he suremus^D^ei blood thirsty 

s — o- a b to do what he was doing. Otherwise there were no fights 

or trouble at all there# I stayed at Mine B day and night except once 

a week and it lasted for about two months# The Mia officials saw to it 

that we had good cots and good food and even gave us smoking equipment* 
There was no trouble at all while this picketing was going on* No out- 
siders were brot it and the men were just frcm the Local 54* We did 
this picketing to protect our jobs# No one was foroed to pioket at 
all and we all did it of o.ur own free will# RIA even burnished ub 
with gasoline while v/e were out there# While we were there no IM7 
men oane around at all# While we were out there we heard scmething 

"V Vi P r. TTMl J "IATP C /> rwr\ ^ n/r vf Xl/ 4 tVi O Vi \ rr. r* Vv +~ VvxOIr o U/M^Porl nn ^ Wa 

V ^ u.'i‘ T W VUU n J. vu «-«- L/ «mU1V AX L/H 4 u \j iiw xiu v j. d vu up| i r v 

played ball, cards etc. and I took care of the boilers# We shaved 
and took baths etc# and the Sheriff oojne out onoe in a while and wives 
and friends of ours would come out and visit us and there was no trouble 
at all# I think that there were about 400 of us out there most of the 
tinje on the average# About 7 p#m# at night tho Marshall came out and 
^ told us to leave and about mTdnight all of 

us were * gone ana there wR no fights or anything and we felt pretty bad 
about it as we felt that we had lest our jobs and the liar shall said 
that we could not ngrne back on the premises* Several days later the 
Marshall * -a ft som e i njunction papers at my home and I have shown them 
to Agents it is addressed to mo and is in connec- 

tion with a suit brot D^ane 3 Coal Co# against tho RIa and I .will have 
this paper in my home all the time* a few days later I road in the 
paper that tho mine was going to reopen and I heard that only a few went 
out but I never went out# Around that time too FMa had several local 
meetings and we were told to stay a way from Mine B because of tho in- 
junction and that is why wo did not go out as we could not go on the 
property# At the first NLR3 election held in Springfield. 111#. I voted 
for PMa and it was by secret ballot and no one told me ho w to vote # 

Just before wo voted we had a meeting at tho RIA hall and tn lkod 
to us and said that if there were any men in the hall who^nte^xo vote 
for tMY and felt that way that they should go ahead and vote IM7 and he 
said to us also that inasmuch as we had stuck together so far that we 
ought to know what we wanted and that we should vote the way we wanted* 

He gave ub a nice talk and did not threaten us how to voto nor did 
he or anyone else tell us how to vote at nil# It was decided at 
the meeting that wo should eo over and vote In erouos of 12 or so and 

•J w W 1 

I recall that in the group I went with that at the corner of the Armory 
at Second St#, in Springfield,. Ill# I saw CHARLES B0H/J7N0N and the other 
12 men around there and they were giving out literature end I took one 
but don't jus* recall what was on it# I voted for PljA tho at that 
eleot-ix^o*. I also was one of the men who wont out and h«.lped £*rry in 
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g cripple who votad and this cripple, name I oan f t 


A UV^Xi. . 


U r: ^ irr<. h J 
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■ * ucu uu vuw tAUJa nv pnunou vntJ prwin- 

dent of local 54 and asked if a one one could come 

out and help h im get in to vote* His none was 

/ohonetio) and he had beer. and I and several 

others went out to his home and he ipea K i^ne iurmory* He voted 

of his awn free will and no one forced him to vote but ho voted because 

he wanted to* This was an honest election and expressed the true wishes 
of the men* A short time after Hi* won this election I read in the 
paper that Mine B was going to roopon under UM7 altho PMa had won and 

T "ifVftT'tr. fill "t*. Vn it ri 4- fT f-\ 4-/-V TlTr'l V*\r r> V-. 6 n T 4 X- 4- V* . ~mr ^ ^ 

- ~ w uxu AAW\J gvw k/*-r ttKJA IX. fcA.LJ.kJ UD J. 1 UUtUJ X L> lWUJ'UU X UX U 

short tine till NLRB sent their decision beck and then the’ mine w&s dosed 
again until fall of 1939. 

"Even tho FMa won I hoard thru gossip that ELSBOFF would not allow any 
FMa men work there except Utf7 men. During 1936 and 1939 I worked on 
’YPa and I recall that nothing unusual happened then while Mino B was 
closed. I heard gossip then that JOHN L. LEMS was paying money to 
ELSHOFF and I felt that sane way because I knew that ELSHOFF true a mull 

■ n r, r. . I : . nH H , 4* k wq j r\\f r-k ,-ypjr^r T r1, Br W. ,-vov 4- Ur-, 4 - pt cunrc' r 

' I" ' " - ~ : U XU ~ • • • • X* v. X ■ y Ail W4TX W lilXJU li Ol f iltLU WUI LQU 

gs a coal salesman for the Rush Brewery Co*, and had charged too much 
for coal after the first World Mur and he was fired and suit was brot 
against ELSHOFF. 


ft I got a registered letter from Mine B telling me to report \ 
to work within 10 days and I reported and wont back to v/ork at once in 

o ano asked me what union I 
ccTEtTi then and ho said nothing but gave mo check 


Jwjssjs 


•i rr Vi + 4 - r\ wnirV _ 

■A k V WW »TU* «.f 
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my same room 
belonged to* 1 saw 
Uo- 148 and I went 

when I started. No one told me what wages was to be paid but I had 
heard that we wore working under tho U,r. r contract and he would not 
ohock off dues, I mean ELSHOFF would not, and 1 paid my H.U dues my- 
self every month. I heard that ELSHOFF had said to the FHa committees 
that he would never sign a contract with PJU. aft first there were 
not many strangers working there but about the second week or so they 
hired new men and they wore only UM'J men. 


"lai i . 


rrrL „ 1019 4- ~ 4.1* ^ , **-. . l_, J 

rn-o uijvi ^ Iidii tr \j xjor k-uwy jiu vy;' jicaq un 


"ajr m an" and UifT doesnot jy^ve any thoro t od ay . But when I wont 


FUF: organiser, Was hired as an f, air 


back to woi‘k 

man" and ho went around the mine talking to tho non to join over to 
UA'i and he would oemo Into my roam at the mino but ho never talked 
to mo nbout it as he knew I was too strong for Bln* 
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. continue 


and he said that 
have any job. I also 
what ho wus going 
Vto to join up. 
out for him. I ha<d 


(phonetic) and several others were 
organisers and went around and talked t^the men to join 
over to IM7* Che morning in Jan. oajne to me 

and naked me whether I was going to sip^^with UliT 
I would hnve_to either join yp with US7 or I wouldn’t 




saw 

and he so it 
gave me the 
also heard that 


v 


111., and asked him 


time that it would cost me ^25.00. 


the wanted a job that we would 
application form and I filled it 
if I didn’t join up by a oertain 


”1 joined the UMY actually because I wanted to keep my job and / 
so vo my heme. I felt too that if I didn’t I would be hurt physio&lly. / 
'Ye keep our clothes in baskets in the vrcish-house, the man next to me 
was IMi7 and one day I oane to the wash house and the clothes of the 
man next to me were cut all to shrods, I dent remember his name but he 
told me at the time that thoy got tho wrong man and had intondod to get 
me. I believe this was because I hadn’t joined tho UliVY this was about 
a week before I finally decided that I had better join the UH7* I re- 
ported this incident to the Sheriff and he told me that if anybody 
bothered me to let him know and if necessary he would throw the whole 
bunch of them in jail. After I joined the UMV7 I wouldn’t have any- 
thing to do with them this made then mad and ono day CUDGE BUUGaKTENSS 
came to me and told me that I had bettor change my way or he’d kick 
all hell out of me . I heard men hollering around the wash house and 
heard scuffling and fighting all around the place, but I never saw 
any o f these figh ts actually. I did know of ono fight when a UMW man 
took ov er in tho oornfeild and gave him a beating. f* 


/ 


After I joinec 


10 TMY,*^ 

to FBI ^cents’!" this nol 


gave me a note which I 

a ins t o arrangements made 
o was known tc 



up," murwir Iiffl — ■ ■ :dNifc4; 

^ocording tc 

Hf:7 haaturaetf this offor down ‘as most of those men inc ludinj 
were already members of the ULP7. I hoard of a fellow named 
beat with a pickhondle in his room* This man had boon runnl 
and the Co. discharged him from this and gave him a roan I believe 
this was done so he could be beaten as he was a strong progressive, 
^fter I signed up with the 1547 I got a registered letter from them 
telling mo to come down and be initiated or I would have no job. 

I had not gone down as I did not care for the IM7 even though I had 
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signed for them and didn't want to be initiated 
until I hud to* This letter oi-me from the TM7 
state organization* I do not recall signing 


any cards for either the TMT or the HL up until 
the time I joined the IM7* 


it was by s eoreot ballot and was run just like the first one* I think 
the Ilf 7 won the 2nd* election beouuse the mine B had been filled up 
with UMW men* During this period a miner could get his son a job in 
Mine B if he belonged to I M'l, while a man who belonged to FMh oouldn’t 
get a job at this mine* Prior to this when the mine was operating uni er 
RL» contract it had always been the companies policy not to hire the 
sons cf miners working for them* 


physioally, I think it cost plent. of money to put the mine back in 
operation* It still is not in "good shape, there arc two territories that 
have never been reopened* I never heard of any big fire starting £ 

Mine 3 while the strike was on. JaCK GLoSCC*! is the nan I have been 
talking about who comes from Taylorville* I heard that he was kicked 
out over some argunont concerning the money that was loaned to the 
Mine B Co. I feel that Uti7 should be made to pay the Mine B men for 
every dollars they lost during the 30 months that the strike lasted at 
that mine* 


and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is the truth and nothing 
but the truth. I want to state that I always likod tho BL better 
and that the employees of Mine a and 3 should both be back under the 
PrU* Having read this statnent and knowing it to be true I am signing 
it of my awn free will. I would be willing to testify to the statements 
herein in oourt at any tine* 


"I believe that the 2nd* NIRB election was an honest eleotian. 


"■.Then I went back to work in Mine B it was in bad shape 


rt 


I havo read the foregoing statement of 5 typewritten pages 


Signed 



""Witnessed 



Spec. *igt* FBI (St. Paul) 



Spec. Jtgt. FBI (Milw.) 
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THE EXHIBIT i EN T I OWED ^ BCVE RAJS {£ FQLLOJSi 
"MR. 


HERE IS THE NOTlfl^^^BLEFT 
SPRINGFIELD BUT HE SnYb HE COUiI^^^^Kl IT. 


.. t .tv un.n? uv ,3«iTiTTr UTurat* Tffl 

A1 .11 .UJ • JU* J. *.V*«*J .. wwi.1 ■ ■ " 


iUVE CALLED THIS NO ON PHONE 
6 3. PM 


25343 


wnn.w ..kc nTOirn 

I HUVS (LULLED HERE 
NOBODY HOME 

IT IS NOf 710 P.H. 
SORRY, BUT I ’/ILL BE HC5IH 

suniky horning 
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Illinois, was 

jointly interviewed at his r^^enceo^S^itembe r 
6, 1943, by Special Agents HflHHV and 
,akes a poor appearance, is rtc^Hente^^^alert , 
understanding of the conditions at Mine "B". He executed 


4- Via C r-^i "1 1 rvur-i t-i (T Wi* t 4" V T"i c "i cmo J® 4\ A t.PnA Tltt ? 

■ ■■■ .... ^ W J. f-y- ■»■ <_1 w> w w,uw v » 


i e>j 


Illinois 
September 6, 1937 



make the following voluntary statement 
whom I know to be Special Agents of 
*S. Department of Justice, 




w The first mine union I ever joined was the United Mine Workers 
of America which will be referred to hereinafter as tUfrt. I joined this 

union at 


"I worked at three or four other mines before 1933 or 1934 under 
the UlTTu I started working at Mine B in 1933 or 1934 under the Froeressive 
Mine T.orkers of America which will be referred to hereinafter as the FMA* 


*t never held a mine union office. 


lf I left Mine B on May 12, 1937 when the strike started, and never 
did go back. I never got my tools. 

tt I presently work at the near Springfield, 111. 

under the U1IV7. 

J ,f I got along well with thp Hl-IA officials at Mine B # I never found 

anything wrong with the PMA. 

"I only went to a few FI-JA meetings because Springfield was too far 
away from my home , 

,( I believe the following men were trouble makers at Mine B and 
organisers for UMW in the Spring of 1937: Tony Plotch, Pete Carter, Frank 

Austin, John Sirtout, ^ 0 j - go Jacavay, Fmory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon and 
Jrjnfls Kale. 


lf None of these men ever contacted me* I know very little about 
PMA troubles and knowr nothing about the wage scale controversy. I believe 
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INTERVIEW MTH 
continued 



UM77 was trying to get the men to change over to 
UMW from FKA and I believe the men I mentioned 
above were aggitators paid by UM77* There may 
have been other men aggitating for TH&7 at this 


time, but T cm not remember their names » 


"I was a coal digger at Mine B. I do not remember the J%£A meet- 
ing of May 11, 1937 or what happened* 

l? I believe I left the mine early that day (May 12, 1937)* I 
think I was called out about noon that day* I never went back to Mine B. 
after that day* # 


U; 


Witnessed: 



Special &gent 
Special Agent, 


FBI. 

FBI* 


n 


I 
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_INTERVIF7 "7ITH was Interviewed at his residence, 

Illihoie. by Special 

f on Sept. 

4, 1943. was born m informs he 

has never oee^arrested. He speai^eSfl^maerstan^Baiglish well, but he 
knows very little oanceming the facts of this investigation and con- 
sequently would be of no value as a witness to this investigation* He 
is still employed at Mine "B"* 


"Springfield, 111* 
Sept. 4, 1943. 


to be Speoial In^ke 

it without fear of threat., foroe or premise of any kind. 

"i was born inJ MUJB^^^BSHW^ mj^p I started working in 
the Mine "3" in aboutjj^^pin Soringf ield, and then joined the United 
Mine ‘Yorkers of *unerica Union. In 1932 most all of our UHW local went over 
to the Progressive Miners of America Union, and so I joined FMa in 1952. 


M l took no active part in the formation of PMa and I have never 
held an office in any union. 


"From the times between 1932 and May, 1937, I did not notice 
that there were any strikes or close downs at Mine "B". None of the 
oempany officials at any time so far as I know ever tried to discredit 
the Flirt, or get me or anyone I know of to join U1JJ. I did not notice that 
the company was partial to either Pit* or UHW. 


"luring this time I thought the Hit* union an honest one and 
the officials were honest. I did not think there was any racket connected 
with the Rti and the only assessment I didn't like was the 10^. assessment 
to be used for other Hi** men who weren't working* 


n I never took an interest in union activities and went to very 
few meetings. 

"Between 1932 and May of 1937 I never noticed any TM7 picket 
lines at Mine "B" and I never saw any attempt by UlVf to organise Mine 
"3". In Spring of 1937 I heard some of the FUR men were expelled fran 
the HI/! union but I do not know why • I cannot remember any of the names 
of any of these men. 
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REi JOHN Xj* L3?fIS, ET a!** 





n I do not remember whether or^not I attended a 

enu »noaf inrr An >|p\r 11 1QS7. 4thfi rn pht. before the 

4- IV*** w W v*rrf-i l Jpr — *‘*Q w — r — — -— - — - 

strike* But I do not think I went* Cta Hay 12, 1937 

I went to work as usual as a oempany nan down jin the 
mine* '7e did not work all day because sane time during the day our 
RI* officials pulled us out of the nine and said we were on strike. I 
did not know why we went out, and I f m still not sure why we went out. 

I don T t know why those men were expelled fren the union and I never heard 
of any wage soalo trouble at that time* 


11 On 14av 12* 1937. I noticed a lot of the cars were loaded short. 

^ 9 # 

but I do not know why and I never hoard anyone tell the non to load thorn 

short . 


"^fter wo went out on iiay 12, 1937 I do not rumenbor ever being 


notified to oane book to work until Nov* of 1333* 


w Curin’ about Seat, of 1937 I remember the Rlu had a sit down 
picket lino at Mine "B" but I was not there whan it started. I don't 
know haw long the picket line lusted, but I was out there only about 
ten days in all. No ono made me cono out raid I went out voluntarily. 

I was not there when the pioket line was taken off and I do not know why it 
went off. 


flC k « v* 4- 1 if f*. ^4- ci ^ 
UUU4 Uij OA i. UU l 


Ur ^ 


1Q!^7 T Knl ifivn T 


~ * o 


p i&n petition* I dc not remember signing more than one petition and I am 
sure I never signed a Ulff petition. 



organized in the summer of 1937. 


I was at tho picket lino I saw only PHa local members 

there • 

remember voting in a National Labor Relations Board Election 
in Deo. of 1937 when R!*i won* I was not forced or threatened in any way 
and I think it was a fair election* 


"In Nov* of 1939 I got a letter which I thought cane from the 
gov't., telling mo to come back to work and I wont back to work in Mine 
ft 3 n as a company man and have been there ever since* I was a nonbor of 
Kit when I went back, ultho I never ©aid dues the whole tin© Min© M B n 
was shut down* 
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RE* JOHN L. L37IS, ET aL. 


hi 

o r-N 

/ X— ' 


"From the tine I \tont be. ok to work in Nov* of 
1939 until the end of 1940 when 1 Joined EMU, no one 
ever tried to get Be to join HIT i by telling me to or 
three tening mo to* I joinod EMU because the rest of 
the men were joining end I i/anted to keep my job* I never actually saw 
any organising ty IH7 at Mine "B" - and altho I heard about some and heard, 
about some men getting beat up, I never saw any of it* 



.'hen I went back to work in Hov* of 1939 I did not see the re~ 
suits of any fires or caveins and I do not think there were any. 


"I remember voting in an NLRB election in Feb* 1941 when EMIT 
won. I thought it was a fair election & I was not threatened in any 

way. 


"This statement of four pages hU6 been read to me and it is 


rri~* _ 

/vl b v • 


~'iitnessi 



Special F» 3 *I* 

Special Agent, F*B*I 


ii 
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Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



^ o 






Springfield, 

Illin , ptember 2, 



1943 by Special Agents 




speaks _nglish vith difficulty, and is able to express himself only in 
very simple words. He stated that lie can only write his name, and that 1 
a very limited reading ability. .uestions put to him must be short and 
plain. He said he is willing to testify in court or the facts as he re- 
members them. He claims to ’ nal record. The following sign' 

statement was obtained from 


" I first joined a union, the United !*Lne '.forkers, in 
I stayed in this union until I joined the Progressive Mine Utorkers 
of America in 1932. I rejoined the U.LJ.’J. in 1940, as I recall. 

I never was an officer in any union_ 

"I took no part in the organization of the P.M.A. in 1932. 

I merely vrent along with the rest of the men. I wanted to be with 
the majority. I never have been one of the minority. I 'went to 
quite a few P.M.A. meetings, and also some U.’-I.h. meeti’igs. Both 
unioiis treated me O.K. I v^anted a job and was willing to be in 
any union that would see to it that I got a job. 

"I don't remember any P.U.a. meeting on the night before the 
strike started in 1937. I probably did not go to the meeting. I 
did not know anything at all about the strike until I was called out 
of the mine, I was told to stay around the mine by the officials. 

After a time, the sheriff came and then the miners went home. I don't 
know why the strike was called. 



''Springfield, 111, 
September 2, 1943 • 



Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made 
to me to obtain this statement. 



Springfield, 111. 


I came to 
eoersl court in 
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Re: JOHJ L. LEGOS, ST AL. 


£?c- 

bl£> 



"In the sunraer of 1937 no one ever contacted me 
about joining U.U.b. In that summer I signed a petition 
for p. but, because I can't read English, I don't 


remember what the petition was about. I don't remember signing any other 
petition. 


"I don 't remember how 1 received a notice that Mine 3 was to reopen 


in September 1937, but I remember that when I went out to the mine, the 
P.M.". officials told me that we were not going to let U.Ii.li. men go into 
the mine. I stayed around the mine until the U. S. Marshall came and told us 
to get off the mine property, I saw only Mine 3 men at the mine at this time. 


the majority of the miners favored that union. From that time until I went 
back to vrork in 1939 no one asked ne to join the U.U.'J. after I went back 
to work in 1939, some man whose name I don 't know told me that everyone 
else was going to join U.M.’.i. and asked me why I did not join the U.K.’.V. 

I finally signed up with U.M. because I thought that all the rest of the 
miners were signing up with U.H.". Everyone was saying that if we did not 
sign up ’with U.M.*'. , there would be no work. 

"I don 't care to which union I belong. One union is just the same 
as any other union. I think that all unions are alike. 

"I never sav: anyone beat up in the mine or on mine property, but 
I did see a man in a hospital who was supposed to have been beat up in the 


"At present I am working in Mine a, having been transferred from 
Mine 3 where there were not enough rooms for the miners to work-in. 


has been read to me, and i state that it is true to the best of my know- 



,r 7itn esses : 


"In the election of 1937 I voted for P.M.a. because I thought that 


mine. I don't know why the man was beat up 


"I his statement consisting of this and one other typewritten page 


/S/ 



Special Agents, F3I 
Springfield, 111." 



K )y 


o 


o 


T> - Tr\IAl T TT\fYf* T~m AT 
i vum xl* wi ^Uj« 


i m - . 

4>1D 


THTT.OTTE» >nTH 



F Springfield. 

Illinois, was^irrfTervicTred ""in the residence of his son. 


cial Agents 
or unders; 

Un iJ 4 A »-i X J-* XI. j «f>4- n » 4" <~v M 

iiau i/u aw w oq cuj Jiitci ^ri c; * 


on September 4 j 1943 *_ by 
Because of 



v 



of education 


I said he preferred not 


He cannot speak 
rdi 3ecause of his lack 
stify in court. The follow- 


ing signcxi Rt at. emend w a.' obtained fror? 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 4, 1943 


(IT 



ai 

fgents of the Fed! 
will, with no th reats 
English too well/" "™ 
tions to me in 
made in the same 


live with 


— i L*- r"v + Vk A 4* "I "1 A^rT-i »-i .** 7 i -..-i <4- A -»«•- *%4- a 4* Am Art 4- 4- A 

j-jcuvc u j-vj.xuhj.uJj vuxunua^^ □ ua ^ci. icj i ^ W 

whom I know to be Special 
eau of Investigation, of my own free 
romise s. Bec ause I don 't understand 

has explained the que's- 

anc!' 11 S!ff swe r s to him have been 






wr i f-i 

± W1CLO WIU 

I entered the ’dnTt 6(T"5t3t®s — in 
iame a naturalized citizen in federal cour t at Sp ring 
Jmi^Ijoined the United Mine Vorkers at 

ir^HH| joined the Progressive line »orkers“*ol' America IS w «., 
and rejoined the U.M.W. , I believe, in April, 1941. I have never 
held any office in a mine union, I am presently working at Mine B. 


"I began working at -line B in 1929. I joined the P.M.A. in 


*1 n - X XT X 1 X T 1 3 X - .1 X _ . X - 

17,34. at tnat uuu j. iidu uu hi ui'^aifi^auiun. 


T J 4 X 

x U-Ull ■ u 


remember why the P.li.A. was started. I was entirely satisfied 
with the P.LhA., and the officers of the union treated me all right. 


"I remember that the pit committee of the P.M.A, told me 
about a union meeting to be held the night before the strike. I 
didn’t go to the meeting, but it seems to me that it was something 
about joining the U.M.W. On the day of the strike I went to work, 
and the strike was called about 2:30. Some of the nen/loaaing their 
cars short, but I was not. I don’t know why the men were loading 
short. I don’t know who called the strike, or why it was called, 

"I don ’t remember signing any paper for the P.M.A. after the 
strike started. I don ’t remember signing any papers for any union. 

T don ’t remember netting any notices that the nine would reopen. 


84 - 



In the fall of 1937, I went out to the picket line 
at Mine 3, because the p.U.A. pit comnittee told me 
to. I don't remember voting in the 1937 election 


INTERVIEW » ITH 

bold at tne arsenal* 

"Just after June B reopenec 
Albanese ) came to my house 
U.M/.i. I didn’t sign up vjltl 



_1939# Jinny Hale, and Sam (Joe 
l and asked ne to join the * 



n I don f t remember voting in an election held in 1941, and don *t 
remember if I did vote or not. 


to me by 
knov;ie cu^ 


"T he _foregoing« consisti ng of tvro pages and this, has been read 

and I state it is true to the best of ray 

/s; 



Special agents, FBI 
Springfield, 111* 



o 


o 


Re: JOW L. L30S, ET AL. 


^ 7C> i>7£> 





_ INTERVIEW hlTH 

Spring i’leld, IiT 5 To^^^^^uTtervier/ed at RTS 

Septem ber 4, 1943, ty Special Agents and 

ppeaks and reads English very well^bu^ouring the 

interview, exhibited a very poor memory for details which it is believed 
he should have retained. He claimed to have no criminal record, and denied 
ever having been convicted of any offense. He said he was willing to 
testify in court to facts that he remembers. The following signed 
statement was obtained from 


"Springfield, 111, 
September 4, 1943 


Special ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Pe^^S^nvestigation , of my own 
free will, with no threats or promises rede to me. 




'lie] 


"I presently live at 

an^amemployed at 3'ine 3. I was bom in 

I joined the United 15. ne 7orkers'"5T 
ganuorlc at IZine B. I joined the progressive iJIWT’Uorkers of 
America at nine 5 when they were organized in 1932. I rejoined 
the U.M.W. about April, 1941 > at Pine R. just before the U.M.Yf. 
iiarter was closed, ife 



_ r< ± _ 


~r t i _ 4"* 

X fiUclI'U Ui 


j rrior to tne orgLinizatiOn 01 tne r t M«A. jji 19 32 « 

was and didn T t 


some trouble in the U.M.h. I 

pay any attention to it, and rea 1 lyfaie v 1 very^^^le about it. 

I really don't knov: the reason for the organization of P.M.A., and 
I took no part in the organizing of the P,H»*. Prom 1932 to 1937, 
conditions at the mine were satisfactory. I heard or saw nothing 
which might have sho\m that the management of lfi.ne B was in favor 
of the U.U.irf., rather than P.H.A. As far as knov-, the men were 
entirely satisfied with the P.M.A., for I heard no complaints 

1 1'k?IU cUiy t/-i iyiiCTiii cl WUb OJJC UJiAUli J. -A l s 


"I don't remember any p.H.^. meeting the night before the 
•strike, and I don't remember hearing anything about the meeting 
the next day, n the day of the strike, I went to work, and 
didn't know anything about the strike until I had finished work 
for the day. I heard that men had been loading their cars short, 
but don't know the reason for it. I also heard that some men in 
the north part of the mine had walked out. I went right home, 
and when I got back to the nice the next morning, I was told that 
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fis * L. LnjrfTS, ET ±lL* 
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there was no work. I know ± hat there was some 
disagreement between the P.M.As and the mine 
management over some retroactive clause in 

the contract. I don't know anything more about it, and don't know if that 
was the cause of the strike or not. 

"I don 't remember signing any P.H.A. petition just after the strike 
in 19J7 • I do remembe^5ign^ig a U. JJ.1i. membership card in 1937, just be- 
fore the strike. talked to me in the none, and told me that 

most of the men wer^jox^m^une U.H.-/. , and asked me to sign a membership 
card. I did so, because I thought most of the men were doing it. I had 
no part in the formation of the U.M.U. local in the summer of 1937, and 
continued to pay my dues to P.H.a. I didn't pay any dues to U.M.b'. during 
that time. In 1939, while the strike was going on, I went to work at 
Panther Creek No. 4, which was P.H.A. I dropped my membership in 
at that time. I worked at Panther Creek No. 4, and stayed a member of 
P.M.A., and went back to work at Line 3 when it reopened in the fall of 1939. 

"I remember getting a notice for the opening of Mine ‘3, from the 
company, but don't remember the date, and don't knot/ for which opening 
it was. In the fall of 1937, I went to the picket line at the mine. 

The P.H.A. men were picketing the mine to protect their jobs. I heard that 

the U.l'.’J. men were talking about starting a local, and signing a contract 

with Line B management. The men were picketing to keep the U.M.W. 

men out of the mine. I was on the picket line when the federal injiffiction 

was served, but don't know the reason for it. 



"I don't remember getting any notice of an election in the winter 
of 1937. I remember voting in one election, but I don’t remember when it 
was, or how I voted. I didn't go out to the mine during the strike, except 
when I was on the picket line, and I didn 't hear of any statements made 
by the mine management for the U.M.". or against the P.M.A. 


".ifter the nine reopened, a driver, e i^Ner^fe^^^3ohannon, came 
to my room, and asked me to join the U. H.b. was 

T/orkinejjQJijbLe game room, = 

I wa sn^tTTo feed to sign, but dTb^b”Tx'ca us £■" 
to. , ^fei'i:i^3B s P 0 kG to me several times, but never said anything about 
joining the UJlyA. 

"I don't remem ber signing any affidavit saying that 
told me andHj^^^J^Bthat we would lose our jobs if we didn 
in the U. . 




MSfe wg gffi r ; ,.o% ■ ■ 1 uyii-i, renemc 

sayirig t t BctawitsWr. • : ■ t saying that the u.H.9. 

would p.* t ..Jllll' ■ 1 don't ever remember Bohannon 
telling me iSSix Tny rather was suffering because I wouldn't join the U.M.if, 
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Re: JOHN L. LErflS, ZT aL. 

L> 9 c-^ is *7 


INTERVIEW' WITH 



"I have no preference as to unions. The P.Ii.A. 
treated me all rights and the U.H.W. treats me 
all right. I'm willing to go along with the 


majority of the men, am signed in the U.I £ m \i m because I thought the majority 
of the men wanted that one* 


”1 have read the foregoing, consisting of approximately four and 
one quarter pages, and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge* 



i 


i 
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RE: JOHN I. LEI. -IS, AL 


A 7 c 




yi & 




was interviewed by Special 


.3TTERVIF7 V:iTH 

Agents and 

at which time he stated that in view of the I act ne lived in 
never paid much attention to union activities in Springfield, and so 
that reason he had very little inf ormtinn of value to instant case, 
seems to be of average intelligence and spoke in a clear and distinct 
manner. It is believed he would make a favorable witness, although his in- 
formation is limited. 



At the 
statement; 


time of the interview. 


[executed the following signed 




__ Illinois 
mbor 6, 1943 

jnake the following voluntary" statement to 
both of whom have identified themselves as 
speicia ± Agents in the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
pr omises h ave been made to me to induce me to make a statement. I reside 
^and get my mail at General Delivery. 

never held an' any union* I started working' at Mine B in 1933 or 

1934 and at that timo I was a member of P.M.a. I had nothing to do with 
the formation of P.M.A. IThcn I started at Mine B Progressive was getting 
along fine. The com xiny seemed to like F.I.hA* and the men were all satisfied. 


"I remember that in the spring of 1937 our contract e xpired an d some 
of the men objected to working without a contract. Howev >r , 
board member, told us everything v/as all right, and that we should continue 
to work. In uy opinion the men all felt that the matter would be settled 
in a satisfactory manner. 


T, I remember t:iat some of the men kept saying we wouldn't get a con- 
tract and that wo shouldn't work without one. Afterward, I learned that those 
men were working for U.M/I. There; v/as about 12 or 15 of these men, one of 
them was nam^d Andy but I don't know who the others were. 

Jt I didn't attend mary union meetings because I lived i r: ^jjUSflB ar *d 
the meetings were held in Springfield. I don't remember hearing thaa some 

Mm , -» Wi IS r*!l ts, . a . 7 T ^ /* /*. VH "1 J ll f ^ r T Vs 1 n *->, ^ ^ 4^ V. . . 4 \A -S 1 ^ ^S T -“3 rl 1—. * ri Vh. 4- 4 H 

illtli J JcHLl t? Aptf-L JLUU. UUiJ J” . M. tv . rtl UilUU^Il HJI U1U OUXXIW X UXU JlCdl UilXS* 

M 0n the.' day of the strike I was working as a digger Mine B 
and I went down into the mine as usual. About 2:30 that auernoon wo were 
told to leavt and we heard a rumor that ther^ was a strike. I remember 
hearing that some of the men were loading cars short that day. I don't know 
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RE: JOHN L. LET. .IS, ET AL 


INTHRVIE".: VTTK 
(continued) 


In 


O 




why. they did, no one told me to and my 
cars were all full. 


"•.Then I cane on too I was told that Elshoff had refused to pay ary 
retroactive wages, and I thought that that was what the trouble -was. I 
aid not herir anything at that time concerning the spies that v«ere working 
for U. being expelled from F.M.A. or causing trouble. 

"I do not recall signing any petitions that summer, but I could have- 
signed one and forgot all about it. 


"I was on picket duty at Mine B for one or two days right after the 
strike, but that was the only time I was on picket duty. It was at this 
tine that I heard about the spies being expelled from P.K.A. 

"I voted in the NLRB election at the Armory in December of 1937. 

I saw no trouble or violence of any kind at this election. 


"I started working at Mine A in about September of 1937 and I have 
been working there ev^r since. 

"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and correct 
to the best of my memory. " 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
U. S. Dept, of Justice" 
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He would make a favorable witness to testify to those natters con- 
tained in the following statement which he signed: 




111 . 




make the following voluntary statement toj 
whom have identified themselves as Special Agents 
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been 
made to induce me to make a statement. 


"I was born o and came to the U.S. 
I became a citizen in MMan^PTOSentl^Llve at 
I joined the U.M.ir. union in 

^anther Creek. I have never held a union office and started to work in 
Mine B in 1936. 



,r .7hen I first started at the mine everything seemed to be good at 
first. The officers seemed to be good men and the company was getting 
along all right with the union. 


"I recall that our union contract with the ccofany expired on 
April 1, 1937, and some of the men were kicking because it seemed to take a 
long time to settle on a contract. 1 think however, that most of the men 
felt a good contract would be signed. 


"At about this time a group of men who were supposed to be P.l'.A. 

ren were really working for the U ,11.17. I heard these men were paid by 

the U. to start to organize a U. local. I had heard about these 

men before the strike, but they never approached me. I used to see them 

talking to our Progressive men and they aL so seemed to hand around the 
company office. Bohannon seemed to be the main man & others were Tory 
Flotch, Austin & Carter. 

"I think that before the strike these men were expelled from our 
union for their actions. In my opinion the whole mine knew these men had 
been kicked out of the union. I used to attend a few union meetings, but I 


- 91 - 



o 



RE: JOHN L. LEMS, r .T AL . 

* 1 c-; 2==> ^ O 

INTERVIE - ,. T.1TI1 do not remember being at the meeting when the 

(continued) men were kicked out. 

"I went to work, as a digger on the da.- of the strike the 

sane as usual. I remember that when I got to the mine there was a dispute 
as to whuider the men who were supposed to be spies would work that day. 

I sav and a crowd of our men complaining to the company that those 

men shoul^iov be allowed to work with us. Host of the men were in the Com- 
pany office. We all went to work alter a short time and took up our regu- 
lar jobs. I saw cars going by me that were loaded only partially, but I 
loaded all my cars the same as usual. I tliink wo were in the mine that whole 
da; and left at the usual time. 

"The next dag I reported to the nine and was told there- was a strike. 
That was the first i knew of a strike goin_ on. I was told that our union 
was goir^j to strike until the compam^ired thos<; ijien. I then went home 
and stayed there. Since I lived ir.^^H^ftl do not liave much contact with 
the union men in Springfield. I roclffl^mat about 2 weeks after the strike 
some I ; I' A men brougiit a petition to ny house and I signed it. I was not 
asked to sign anythin for United. In Sept, of 1937 the;/ tried to start the 
mine and I went' out to the mine after the picket line had been started. 

I w ..nt on picket duty for dn s and during that time I was allowed to come 
home almost any tine I /-anted to. I was there at the time the injunction 
was served -1 it didn't make much difference to me except } want, d to go 
back to work. 

"I didn't go to the nine from the time of the injunction until the 
time toe mine opened in Nov. of 1939. I voted in the i’ L R B election in 
Dc-c. of 1937 and to my knowledge everything went along, fine. There was not 
any fitting and the men could vote for whoever they wanted to. 


"I received a notice in tho mail to go to work in 1939 & I went to 
the jjinc to report. I was told that they were s -ort of rooms and the air 

was bad and that I should r.port back in a few day's. I£- room could Mt be 

worked in because the parting bad caved in so I started work in bo.JH >*hen 
I went back to work I kept up my' dues in rro^ressivc for about 4 monwns. 

I could see that United had a lot of new men and we all understood that I 

the mine would only operate with the U l-l V. union. 1 decided to join united 
so I could keep on workin I was never threatened by' any of the united men 

and didn’t see any fights. The management seemed to favor united men and 
the company hired a lot of strangers. I always undarstood that in order tOi 
get a job a man had to be a m mb .r of U. Host of the organizers foni 

united always seemed to get the best rooms to work in. - 

"In ray opinion the strike was caused because of the fact the I' If A 
me: did not want to work with tho organizers for united. 
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EEj JOHN I. LE..TS, ET AL 


intbrviey: ulTH 

(continued) 



L i 

. ^ 04) 

n I have read over this entire statement of 
five pages and wish to state it is true to 
the. best of my memory.” 


/»/ 



'Witnesses 


) Special agents, FBI 
) U. b. Dept, of Justice” 



0 



Re: JOHN L. LEHIS, et al. 

^ *7 c_ 


Springfield, Illinois, 
mber 6 a 1943 . by 



INTERVIEW WITH 

was interviewe d at 
Special Agents 

This man speaks and understands English fairly well, but indicated a sincere 
f&ar at' receiving another beating from union "toughs 1 * if it becomes known 
that he has spoken against them. If necessary, he will testify but he 
stated he will always be afraid that his life will be in jeopardy after 
that. He claimed to have no criminal record* 


Tfte following is a signed sxa*oement wnicn was oDtainea from 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 6, 1943, 


"I, 

tarily tG 
to me as Spec: \ 


make the followin 



Agents of 


statement freely and volun- 
who have identified themselves 
au of Investigation* No throats 


or promises have bo Gn made to jne to obtain this abatement • 



Springfield, 111., and 


n I presently reside 
I am working in Mine A* 

H I was born fSETV I came to the 

United States in and was naturalized in^^BKnSpringfield, 111. I 

first joined a mine union, the United Mine workers, in jjBH I joined the 

Progressive Mine Workers of America in 1932. I rejoine^tne United Mine 

T Vl»Ttva V* Vi C\ TTiT. Vl V*1 CXY 1 f - *! f* 1 a i w LimF ivn 4 AVI 

X iJW ¥ u * 4 AM * V V V Vli HH ^ J- A X W 4 X XX IAXAJ LU4 Xr Vli * 


"In 1939 after Mine B reopened, two unions, the U.M.TA and the 
P.M.A*, were working in the mine together. At this time the P.M.A. was the 
larger group locally. The U*M.#*. watched tho P.M.A. meetings to see who 
went to the P.M.A. meetings. Then the U.M.’fi. men started to sign up the 
miners. 


"Some time after Mine B reopened the officials of P.M.A* and U.H.W. 
agreed to have a joint meeting of both unions to try to sett Is the trouble 
at Mine B. The purpose of the mooting was to determine if all the miners 
would go with one union or the other. They were going to have a vote to 
determine which union the miners preferred* The meeting was held in Redman 
Hall. The president of the P.M.A* local and the President of the U.M.T7* 
local presided at this meeting. It was the idea that the union to have the 
run of Mine B would be the union that the had the majority of the votes 
at this meeting. The TJ.M.?;. claimed it had a majority of the miners in the 
state, and the P.M.A* claimed it had a majority of the miners in Mine B, 
which it did* Because of the inability of the unions to aproe on anvthinr 
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^ 1-E> . 

at this meeting, nothing was accomplished* 


NTERVIBS T.ITH 



that after the mine reo 





to get men to join threatened those men who would not join. 

U*M*7*. He threatoned who told the boss i^the pardon about 

it* The boss ca^ Fa^ettiTthe super, who fired Even though 

he was firea,^S^^|^ kept coming around the mine every morning. He came 
into the wash-house and into the tipple. He was fired in December 1939, 
and continued to hang around Mine B until the election in February, 1941* 

had also broker^the nose of a man known as 
| before he threatened There were no w itnesse s to thTs in- 
cident, but there were wi tne s se^u^xhe incident with |BB9 That is why 
[was fired. 

,f One day when I was wo rking in Mine B # X heard ask 

some miners which man waj That made me suspicious^T^^nHR day 

the boss asked me what had Been - done. The boss sent me into the mine* 

7-hen I reached the place where I was to work, there were a bunch of men 
there. They got me to sign up with U.H.'u*. Bohannon and Albanese were 
there. I heard that it was against the rules for anyone to sign up a man 
for a union on mine property, or down in the mine* Bohannon and the others . 
present at this time told me that if I wanted to work, I had to sign up £ 
with U.14*7J. That was in Juno or Juiy, 1940 . I sig ned up wi th U.M.Yi. at a-/ 

~ "i t hr e a t e ne d to' V 


that time, but I did not go to any U.M.fl.* meetings* 
beat me if I did not come to U.M.7.. meetings* 



i 


"Some time later I made an affidavit for the P.M.A* lawyer stat- 
ing that I had signed up with TJ.U.7«* against my will. Some way the U.M.T*. 
found out about this, even though the P.Mj^^lawyer told me that the affidavit 
would be only for government men. Later told me that he had heard 

about my signing the affidavit. He threatened to beat me. I told a 
committeeman jybiotold Falcetti about what had happened* Falcetti called a 
meet ing , an d was there, even though he had boon 

told^jraS^to stay off the mine property* That night 
garden, located about _ a mile and a half from my home. 

what I was doing, h^-mj^in head and knocked me out for a short] 
time. 1 ro member grabMn^gjgJJfc as I started to fall, pul ling, h im to the 
ground with me. I came to, and started to yell for help. ran off, 

and I followed him to the road. I saw a car which h&d a license number on 
it, which number was listed to Bohannon* I saw three other men in the car, 
one of whom I r ecomi z ed as Bill Sirtout* I did not recognise the other ’ 
two men. LTk r* |l|g^^BBcajne to me where I was working in the field, about 
300 feet from the rood, he also asked me if I was coining to the union moot- 
ings: and if I would pay union dues, I told him that T wa; not going to 


fired* 



a: 


Falcetti 
came to my 
asking me 
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INTERVIEW. T1ITH 



do either, and then he hit me on the head with something. 


continuec 


W I reported the 
warrant against 
The case was called 


matter t 
for trie 


rtte^to the police, and obtained a 
He was not picked up for 
zri al about four times* The second 


several days* 

J_ _ _ -L_ T _ _ * — T + -w 1 _ _ U 

limu X-ne case wus ^aiicu iui \»i icu -l Jiau uu icavp au-Li-u? ^ 

The boss told me that if I wanted to work at Mine B, I should work all 
day* On that same day Bohannon asked me if I was going out of the mine 
at noon. Bohannon asked me to ride to town with him* Later, Bohannon 
told me that he bad changed his mind* I left my work at 11:30 AM, and 
tried to get the cage going to the top at 12 noon* I missed that cage 
by two minutes and had to wait until 12:15 PM, Bohannon caught the 12 
o* clock cage, and reached the top before I did. when I tried to start my 

truck to go to Springfield, it would hot start. I looked under the hood, 

^ 1 1 i ViO e > n + \\r* H*! Vi ci Vk^jr.vi mil 1 . 

* <*- -t Wi*V M A* V U W SAi. u vx UUUi illAU l*' ^ J. VU, V W W • 


nhen this case was finally settle, 
lawyer, was fined $25.00 and costsT 


who was represented by a U.M.'S* 


,f In 1940 the members of the U.M/1* said that unless a man joined 
the U,M.i7, before December 15, 1940, he could not become a member of that 
union* 1 then told Tony Plotch that if the U.M.T1. would take me in, I 
would pay dues from the start of 1941. Edmundson at this time said that 
I had been a member of U.M.Ti, since June of 1940, even though I did not pay 
pnv dues- 


1fl Two weeks before the election in February, 1941, I quit working 
at Mine B, and went to work in Mine A* I was still afraid to work in Mine 

B. 


f 


n I wish to state that at the time I told Tony Plotch that I 
would join U.M.V.., I paid him $2,00, because I was afraid that I would 
get beat up if I did not pay some money at this time* 

w As I recall I joined the P.M.A. in 1932 when I v^as working at 
th'w I started to work in Mine B in 1936, 

”Just before the strike in 1937, there was some talk about scabs 
being in the mine because the miners were working without a contract# 
Bohannon told mo that he was scabbing because there was no contract. No 
one tried to get me to join the U.M.irf. before the strike started* I did 
not hoar anything about the U.M.’.?., before the strike started, trying to 
get new members* 

W I don't remember anything about the meeting tho night beforfe 
the strike started* On tho day of the strike, I was ^orkirig in the mine, 
and a driver, I can't remember his name, told ra« to quit. At thi* time I 
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Re : 


I don’t know if anyone was loading 
cars with short weights. I think the strike started 
because the P.M.A. wanted the company of Mine B to 
fire some men who violated the rules of P.lf.A*, and 
the oompany refused to fire the men* 



w One day before the strike* 
Schrelevious was talking to me about 
did not say anything about joining* 




being a good outfit • 


He 


”1 don't know what rules the men who the P.M.A. wanted fired had 
violated. The men were: Joe Albanses, Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, 

Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, Cotton Ananias, Sirtout, George and 
Emory Jacaway, and Charlie Bohannon. Their P.M.A. union cards were taken 
av/ay from them. Cotton’s card was not taken until after the strike* 

"I remember signing a petition for P.M.A. in 1937* This polition 
was to be sent to the Labor Board to show that board how many members 
P.M.A. had. I also signed another petition, but I do not know whether it 
was at the sane time or not. It was just about the some as the first 
petition, and was made so that if anything happened to the first, the P.E*A. 
would have the second petition. 


,f In the summer after the strike started no one tried to got me 
to join and I signed no petition for 

"I think I saw a notice about the mine reopening in September 

1937. I went out to the mine to go to work, and found out when I got there 

that if I did not sign up with I could not go into the mine* I re- 

call that Falcetti called off about 15 names of men who were to go to work 
at that time* They were only men* He did not call any P.M.A. men* 

Bohannon said that the men could not go into the mine unless they signed 
with U.M.Yr* All the P.M.A. men came home from the mine. I got another 
job right &way and did not go back to Mine B* I don't know anything about 
the picket line* 

n I voted in the election in December 1937, and voted for P.M,A* 
because I preferred that union. Ko one tnikea to me about joining the 

U.Mr;* until I wont back to work in 1939 at Mine B. After I started back 

to work, that's when they started to v/ork on me* 

”1 joined the U.M/A. because I had to to keep my job, and to keep 
my good health* I was willing to stay with the majority. It really makes 
no difference to me to which union X belong* If I had thought the U.li.7^* 
had a majority at Mine B after the mine reopened, I think that I would 
have had no trouble. 


Re : JOHN L. LE^IS, ET AL 


1= nc> 




"This statement consisting of this an 
writt en pages has been read to iae by 
and I state that it is 
Ige and recollection* 






‘■itnesses ; 



Special ^.gonts, FBI, Springfield, 111. 
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Ko: JOHN L. LbV.iS, ET aL 


INTERVIEW WITE At Auburn, Illinois 


L*1 


y r [D 



was interviewed by Special Agents 
person reads English with difficulty Cut 
Many details at Mine B are well fixed in hia 

±. • s i tfimr xj x _ i _ 

memory, particularly curing mui; purxou v;ii«u uitii was » i< utsmp ung i*u 
control > from 1939 to 1941. It is felt that he would make a satisfactory 
witness to testify to those matters set out in the following statement: 


Illinois 

September 2, 1943 

tie following voluntary statement to 

both of whom have identified themselves 

__ n: T ~ « 4- i TT~ 

tVD OjJt'Ul'Al llguiiuo JL11 HiC i'CUClUi L'Ui yau U J. J-UVCO Jii, JA 1 U uiu u a uo wx 

rpmises hav e been made- to me to get me to make a state ment. I reside at 

*I^^iois f and was born ir 

~iC &m.c to tne u. £>. in I became a U. S. citizen in 





tt I first started mining in joined the Unitod Mine Workers 

that year. 1 have never held any office in any union, I joined Progressive 
in 1932 and started working at Mine B in 1934. When I first started at 
Mine B everything seemed all right at the mine with the Union, P.M.A. I neve: 


V-1 in ■*« |J i-l O fi rSIf 

11 t O txi U l/X cxAijc 


"I do not recall much about any contract expiring on March 31, 

1937, I never went to many meetings of the union and I just barely remember 
that there was to be a new contract. 


"I remember that about this time there wore men in the P.M.A. 
that were supposed to be working against P.M.A. and for U.M.Vr, Andy was 
one of these., also Charles Bohannon, and Frank Austin were others. I heard 
t^at there was about twelve of them and that- ths v were working for M - M ^7V s 
trying to organize P.I!.A p men into the Unitod. They never talked to me 
though. 


"I remember that there was some kind of an argument about these 
men and I also heard that these men had guns in the mine office. I never 
heard that those non were kicked out of the union but I know that there was 
some kind of an argument about their working,. 

* 0 n the day of the strike I v^ent to ■work as usual as a digger in 

BoxSS As I remember the P.IJ.A. men didn't want these men, the spies, to 

go t^A-ork. I loaded three cars, not full, and the driver would take them 
away. As I remember, I worked until my regular quitting time and went on 

top. IThon I got on top I found that there was trouble. Some of the men 
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i? 1 O 


INTERVIEW 



said they wouldn’t work with those men who were working 
for U.M#7# r # 


"I went to work the next morning but nobody went down. At 
that time I didn’t know there was a Btrike and that is why I went* "then 
I got there I found out there was a strike and I remember there was some 
discussion about a contract. 


”1 don’t remember signing any petitions during the summer of 1937* 
I might have signed, but I don’t remember, ^it is too long# 

"In September, 1937 I hi-ard the mine was going to open, I think 
there was a notice in the paper. I went out on the day it v;as to open, 
ready to go to v;ork. 7>'e didn’t go to work though because it seemed as 
though the U#K#7. : # men were going to work. 7<e startod a picket line then, 
the fellows said v;e had to stay to protect our job. I was there until the 
injunction was served by the TJ. S. Ear shall* I would come home once in a 
while, I was free to cone home whenever I wanted to, Nearly all of the 
miners were on the line. In on^ way I felt glad when we wore told to go 
hone, I was getting tired of staying there. The only one I was mad at was 
U. for I f g 1 1 that they were the ones who had made us get out# 

"I voted in the KLRB election in December, 1937 at Springfield, 

I wont to the Union Hall and a few of us went to the Armory and voted# 

The election was nice and quiet and there was no trouble of any kind# 

,f I did not go back to the mine again until it opened up in 
November of 1939, I was notified to go to v;ork^ I don’t remember how I 
was notified, I went back to my same job and for quite a while things were 

quiet. After I had been working for a while Sam Albaneso tried to get me 

to join U.K#V t '. He told me 3 would be surprised to know hovj many belonged# 
He didn’t threaten me, however, and I told him I wouldn’t join, 

"Later another fellow named ^ tried to get me to join, and 

I told him I wouldn’t# He tried to get ra^to an d followed ( 

me around where I was working# Eis last name '* as I 

or something like that. He did not work at ?vline B before" the strike and he 
doesn’t work there now# I told him I wouldn’t join and he grabbed me j 
by the neck and pushed me clear to tho ground. He told me he was going l to 
cut my head off and I was scared. I grabbed my lunch box and ran out of 
the mine. I told the pit boss r-hat had happened. I also told Oscar | 
Falcetti what had happened. This must have been in the fall of 1940# \ y 

Falcetti asked me if 1 knew who the fellow v/as but at that time I didn’t^ 
know who he was. Falcetti told me to work in another place in the mine but 
I didn’t want to change. Falcetti then gave me a note to the pit boss \ 
and after that this fellow didn’t bother me anymore, although I saw him in 
the mine# That v/as the only time I was ever”bbthered. 'Then |SMfcrrabbed 
me he had an axe in his hand# w 
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continue 


my h 

and 

dicin' 


lous^and 

oBB tc 

i f t Join. 


an d tried to get me to join U.M.T7. I refused 
old me I wouldn f t work in L!ine B if I 

I told him that the government was behind me. 

i 

"About the last of 1940 Tony Flotch told me I should sign up for ji\ 
U.T:.". and that night I s igned up for tJ.55.TT. The next day I heard that some/’ 
fellows who hadn't signed up were beaten up in the wash house. I was scared 
that they might be looking for me if I hadn't signed up. The only reason 
T signed was because I was scared I would be beaten if I didn’t sien. 


"The above statement was read to me by Agent 
it to be true and correct to the best of ray memory. 


>and I declare 


f - j\ 

i (signed; 


t'.itnessed j 



(signed) 

( sighed) 


"Special Agent, F.B.I. 

U. S, Dep't. of Justice" 
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had difficulty in comprehending some of the questions 
put to him, inasmuch as he docs not speal^o^understand the English 
language very well* It is believed that^jJJ^JJ^rould only make a fair 
witness. 


There is being set forth below the 
it the time of instant interview: 


signed statement executed by 


111 * 

Sept, 2, 1945 

I make the following voluntary statement to 
both of whom have identified themselves as 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. ITo threats or 
promises have been made to induce me to make any statement. 



U. S. in 


born ir and came to the 

Jim I became a U, S. citxzeninT^^Hmdstarted mining coal 
in {MB I joined the IT. II*' . union inflHHln^navc never held an office 
in Gu^^mion. I started working for in about j^^Hand worked there 

until Kay of 1942. At the present time I do not have any job. 


"I remember that it was sometime in 1932 when the P.M,A. was formed 
and I joined the P.M.A. union at about that time. I didn T t have anything 
to do with the start of the P.M.A. and so I don't know the reason why 
P.M.A. was formed. I have never gone to many of tho union meetings and 
never paid much attention to union activities. 


"I recall the strike at Kino B in the spring of 1937, but I do 
not know what caused the strike, ^^knaw there was some question about a 
new contract and I remember that our- union man, told us to go to 

work as usual and the union would see to it that we would got a good 
contract. I remember that before the strike some of the Progressive men 
didn't want some of the other men to work with them, I believe pasquaie 
and Bohannon were two of the men that the other men didn't want to work 
with. I hoard that these men along with about fifteen others were on the 
company payroll to act as organizers, I don't know who they were supposed 
to be organizing for though. I heard some men had been kicked out of the 
union, but I don't knov, the reason* 

"On the day of the strike I went to work as usual in box^and 
started digging coal. I know that we worked until about noon when a 
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driver cam© along and said, ^everybody out’, so we c&me 
out of the mine* "Te loaded the cars as usual and I 
don’t know anything about any of the men loading the 
cars short* When I got on top, somebody said there was 
a strike about money on wages# 

W I remember th^^about two weeks after the strike some young fellows 
came t; n.y house in ^^^^Hand had me sign a petition. The men didn’t tell 
me what it was for the^just told me to sign so I did. I don’t know if it 
was a Progressive or U.M.VT. petition* 


INTERVIEW WITH 



"In the fal^of 1937 I went out to the mine on picket duty and the 
men who lived ir/VHB had to stay on the picket line all week long* The 
men in Springf iel^co^^^g^home once in a while, but we never had a chance 
to get homo. I \skcd a couple of times if I could come home, but 

ho said I had to stay orf^Se picket line* He never said anything about 
what would happen if I left the picket line. I stayed on picket duty 
until some time in December of 1537 when the Marshal came with an injunction. 


"I voted in the NLRB election in December of 1937 and to my 
knowledge everything went along fine. I didn’t see any fights and don’t 
know of anyone who was frightened or throatened. 


"I hoard the mine had tried to open several times, but I didn’t 
go near the mine again until after the mine opened in 1939. After the 
mine had opened I went to see Oscar Falcetti and asked him why I hadn’t 
been called back to work* Ee told me sgme body had reported to the office 
that I had died* hen I told him 1 wanted to go back to work, he told ^ 
me to start the next day* Box^^iad caved in so I vent to work in box 
Nobody was allowed to go in box^Bas there was a sign there for everyone 
to keep out* ™ 

"I believe I paid dues in the PMA until about July of 1940 and 
a short time after that somo men came to my house and asked me to join the 
tr.K/7. I joined the United because I figured the majority were joining 
united and I didn’t want to lose my job. Nobody told me I would lose my 
job, but I figured I would do like the rest to protect my job* 

"I have worked in different mines as a member of both the PMA 
and the U!fV. I have never had any trouble with either union* 


"To the best of my knowledge the strike at Mine E was called 
by the men because the company V7ouldn’t agree to a contract and wouldn’t 
give us our back pay. 
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This 5 ta teraent h&s u£6n r c- 3. d "to ”6 by Agenu j 
and I wish to state it is true to the best or'lny memory. 

(Signed) 


Witnesses 


(Signed) 



A<3 n 3-r»*.d 1 1 


Special Agents, FBI 
D. S. Dept of Justice" 


JOHN L. LEWIS, E T AL 


'e s 


•?o- 



rv iewed 


I September 2 f 1943. He appeared willing to answer questions put to him and 
\) ^urnichod th*? ;Tr01oiving signed statement! 



Specia 
his residence 



t 

on 



Illinois 

September 2, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the 


Federal Bureau of Investiga tion, U* ".Department of Justice* 


“I was born 
presently live on 



r I first joined a mine union in 


and 


Illinois 


under the United Fine r ’orkers of America which wilioe rei erred to herein** 


“I have worked at seven mines not including Line “B“* I worked 
under TJI T at all the mines I worked at until I joined F1A at Mine *B* in 
1932. I started working at Fine “B* in January, 192 8 under the Ul.Fi* 

“I attended an occassional union meeting when I worked both under 
the UlT and the Progres sive~Tine Workers of America which will be referred 

der U IW or PI 'A except 


to Vie reinaf ter as PFA. I never held_a 

mmm ^ 



“The last day I worked at l ine * B* w&e on hay 12, 1937* I did 
not return to work there at any time thereafter because I did not want to 
get involved in the trouble I thought was coming in 1939 and 1940. 

“7 was not an active organizer of PI A in Kine 

“Relations between Elshoff and the UIJ7 prior to 1932 and rela- 
tions between Elshoff and FA from 1932 to about 1936 were similar* There 
were no violent disagreements during these periods that I recall and I 
think Elshoff treated the PI A fairly until about 1936* 

w The first thing I observed that indicated that relations 
between FA and Elshoff were becoming strained was an incident in which 
F’A board members rre rented a working agreement to Elehoff pending a final 
contract* There appeared to be seme question as to the agreement* In my 







lie: JOHF L. LET*' IS, ET AL 



opinion Elshoff from then on appeared to be side 
tracking the FLA officials* 

*1 saw nothing deeper than this which would cause 
more strain in the relations between FUA and Elshoff# 


n 




■ n TH 


[continue 


"I was always satisfied with the FLA officials* 

*1 believe the special assessment put on wages of FI A members 
during the first year of the organizations existence was meant and was used 
to finance the new pi A union* 


“I never heard of any UIW picket line at Line *E* from 1932 to 1937 

“I felt that "DQLIJTIC FASQUALE and FRAI'K AUSTIN were trouble 
makers# I felt that Charles Bohannon could not be trusted and that he would 
a Agitate for or against any union for money* 


j~ . 


Ufa? 1 Or LOJig 


By word or mouth I heard that the fol lowing men were paid by 

^ . - - « flrsU i ~~ 11 TO*'? *** TTITAT 

XII J-J.I1U D pi XUi UU i -Uy Uii uunai.1 

Andrew Sc hr elevious 


It was the miners T opinion that UI.I7 was paying these mem 
Dorini-c Fasquale, Fete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John (Cotton) 
^naniae, John Sir tout, George Jacaway, Enory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, 
end Janes Hale# 


'I did not attend the FLA meeting of I Ay 11, 1937# 


u Ly job at this time at Line *B" was a digger* I did not 

1 - v-, ^w< 4 -U „ ^ ^ 1 a a -w-. V n rr C V C\Y* 4 - .r-. ^ >ivif i 1 T e. +■ ,0 t* t Vi + Vi a Tk.Tmr 1 0 

il UV. C.J1U D I C _l ^x \jy-> ± \j lx J-i-i */ll\> UR Jr j w-*j 

1937# 


H J. c ?n aort the facts concerning the wage controversy 

in ±>*o apr ing of 1937# 

9 1 do not. remember the PI A petition of Lay 26, 1937, but but 
I did sign some FI 'A petition that summer* 


on strike* 


T n i i n >i£a ** WJ* f* r;V r i-*- 4i 

<*• * fcV -* ^ • V -W p V * k 4, VI M U VM U W ' 


“The only fire I remember at lane *B* happened during the winter 
before the strike in 1937* It was put out overnight* I never heard there 
had been a fire there while the nine was closed# 


“I was never personally approached in an effort to get me to 
sign up with UI.II* 


- 106 - 


0 





I 


- 107 - 






0 


Q 


So* JCWf L, LEWIS, 2T iiL, 










INTERVIEW WITH 






also known" as 
who besides in the rear of 


IUinois^irrasinterviewed at his home by Special 
and flHHHHHV in 

: came a It is 

that he would make a good witness ■BBnffability 

« ?a k English and his lack of knowledge of what went on at line "3". 
has no known criminal record* He supplied the following signed 
Dent. 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 4, 1943 

n, BHM also known as 
th e follo win^signed statement to 
W the Federal Bureau of 
promises have been made to cause ne to make this statement* 




n I v;as born came to Ame rica in 

I became an A Jm?racan citizen at Springfield, Ill f on, 
and I am presently residing an the rear of ^ 

Springfield, Illinois* 





"I have worked in the mines almost ever since I have been in 
the U.S. and first joined the United l£Lne Workers of America. I 
have never been an officer in any union* I started working at Mine B 
about 7 years ago coming there from the Jefferson Mine* While at 
the Jefferson line I joined the Progressive 'fine Workers of America* 


"I liked the Progressive Union and they seemed to get along fine 
at Mine B before the strike ^ml937^I don T t know what caused the 
strike, all I know was that ^ M Bji^Btold us to go on strike, ^fter 
the strike I picketed at Mint B for about two months, ADout 8 UMHA 
tried to open the mine one day while r:e were out thre, but they only 
stayed for a couple of hours. 

Jt I recall voting in the N.L.R.3. election in December of 1937. 

It was a fair election and the Progressives won. After the election 
the Co. shut do^m the mine and v;e couldn’t go back to work. 

M I remember signing petitions for the Progressives, These 
petitions were signed by nearly all of the miners* 

,r Y»hen the mine opened under an 'open shop 1 agreement I still be- 
longed to the Progressives. I joined TJM./A because I was scared - the 
UM^A were beating up everyone in the wash house. I vrir.-tcd to work at 
Mine B and so I had to join UlfiiA. 
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"I voted for H1&7A in the second government election 
because I saw that most of the men were going that way. 

If I had a free choice I would rather belong to the 



n I don't Know anything about any spies being expelled from the Pro- 
gressives but do know that Duminic pasquale, Tony plotch, John (Cotton) 
..nanias, and a fevr others wer^ causing sorae trouble at the nine. 


made by me read to me by 
I do hereby sign my name. 


\\rkr 2 + \-\i3 'j K/ ^ro tyro tinH r\r^ — n i iti r*+. p t* f 0 1 ^ nPrrp.Q nf 
- *• V— -i V i^-*b ww UJb S ua 

The sane are true and 


• W 1 V* 4 


/• 


/s/ 


"Witnessed: 



Speci al ...gent, F.3.I. 

•-=cj»3 ..g .r.t , F.B.I." 
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INTERVIEW v;ith 
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L_ j 


^ Sprinpf ie la, 
eld Office 



Illinois, was ^vterviewe^at the. 

Special Agents and 

who has difficulty speaking and understanding the En gHsh~~Ia7T£B3gp^ stated 
that his memory is quite vague ae to the events which took place at Mine B 
duringthe course of his employment at that place. It is being noted that 
SGSHM^Kas one o f those m en who were arrested during the course of the 
trS^^Fin 1936. arrested on a charge of having dynamite in his 

possession and wa^^^^Red at Milan penitentiary from May 10, 1939 to 
September 12, ]£££ 1> _at_ which time he was released on parole, As a result of^^ 


this sentence, quite bitter, stating that in his opinion he was 

framed and that nothing whatsoever to do with the bombing w hich took 

place in the vicinity of Springfield in 1935 and 1936. In view of 
criminal record, it is doubtful if he would make a good witness. 


There is being set forth below 
executed at the time of this interview, 
that he would hesitate to testify in ins 


the signei 

warn 

stant matt 


ied statement which 
also expressed the’ 
er for fear of reprisal. 




« Springfield, 111 
Sept. 4, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement tc 

of whom have identified themselves as Special 

[gents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have 
been made to induce me to make any statement. 




"I vas born in 

jHk I have applied for my 
my^^nal papers. I presently live at 1 
to mine coal in about |fl|H and joined 
have never held any ofnxe in any union 



and came to the U. S. in a bout 
not yet obtained 
ringfield. I started 
ut that time. I 


"I first started to Y/ork at Mine B in about Q^Hand worked there 
off and on until the time of the strike in May of 1937^^1 -joined the 
Progressive union in 1932 when I was working at Mine B. I never had any- 
thing to do with the forming of the Progressive union. I was not satisfied 
with the United because they were spending our money for big buildings and 
then we couldn't even go in the buildings. I think that Falcetti was prettj 
friendly >vith the UMtV men, but I never saw him with any of their men. 

"I remember that there was some question about wages that came 
up in the Spring of 1937. We were supposed to get a raise of 10<f, but 
Elshoff refused to pay it and we never did get our back pay. I know also 
that there was about twelve men who were supposed to be members of Pro- 
gressive, but who were really working for United. Some of these men were 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

L?')^ 

Bohannon, Pasquale, Andy and some others. I heard that 
these mei used to have meetings before the strike, and I 
heard that they were trying to organize the men for United. 
About three or four days before the strike I was talking 
fco Falcetti nea^the prop pile and Falcetti said, n You know how the mine 
going to go, I didn't answer him and he walked away and never said 

anything more about it. 

"I remember that Bohannon, Frank Austin, Joe Abane se , Pete Carter, 
a man by the name of Cotton, Pasquale and somebody else were kicked out of 
the Progressive union, because they were trying to organize for Unite^. I 
think they were expelled from the union for 99 years. I don't think I was 
at the meeting when they were expelled, but I think it was about a week or 
two before the strike. 

"I was working as a digger in box^at about the time of the strike 
and remember that one day in May or June of 1937 the mine went on strike. 

To the best of my memory I loaded two cars the day of the strike and those 
cars were loaded full. I had a bad place to work that day so didn't load any 
mof-e . I didn't see or hear of anyone loading cars short. 'When we came 
out of the pit I heard that the men vrere going on strike because the company 

had refused to pay the 10£ raise. I know that our men were sore at the 

Company because the Company was letting the United men work with us. 

"I can't remember signing any petitions in the summer of 1937, 
but I might have signed a Progressive petition. I also remember now that a 
few days before the strike, I saw Dominick Pasquale with a police special 
gun sticking out of his pocket. Dominick & Joe Albanese went in the company 
office together ajj^then I saw that Joe also had a gun. The sheriff was 
around there so ailed him & told the sheriff that Dominick & Joe 

had guns. The sher^T went into the office and Dominick tried to hide the 

gun in a waste basket. The sheriff then took Dominick & Joe into town and 

I never heard any more about.it. 

"I went out to the mine in Sept, of 1937 when we heard that the 
company was going to open the mine with United men. I stayed out there 
about seven weeks on the picket line with the rest of our men. I had gone 
hone- the night the injunction was served by the marshal. 

"TThen they held the NLRB election in Dec, of 1937, f||!ljgfflB|fctried 
to stop me from voting, because he said I hadn't been working a 
The labor board man had my name down on his list of employees so I was allowed 
to vote. I just voted and walked out. I didn't see any fighting and no- 
nobody threatened me in any way. 

"I have no knowledge of what went on at- Mine B het.v.>&oji jt^y of 1939 
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and Sept, of 1940. In about Sept, of 1940 I went to see 
Falcetti and asked him for a job. Falcetti said he would 
give me a job as soon as he could. I found out that the 
mine was putting on new men so I went to see John Kane, the 
He said he would send a letter to the mine asking them to 




iiu juy i 


union lawyer. 

give me a job. The Company sent nss a piece of pap^j 
This was signed by Elshoff & Falcetti. The lawyer sent this paper to 
Washington and I never heanJ any more about it. 


”1 started working for Panther Creek #5 mine in about October of 
1941. I am a member of Progressive at the present time. Somebody told 
me that Falcetti wouldn’t give us our jobs back because we had been on 
picket duty. Falcetti never gave me any reason for not hiring me. 

"This sb 3 be me nt has been read to me and it is true 

to the best of my knowledge. 


Titnesse s 



Special Agents, F.B, I. 
U. S. Dept_ of Justice” 
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Illinois, was 

^eeial A gents 

Septanber 6, 

. stated he did not haw a criminal record. I^pis able to 
understand English and "would make a fair witn^^s. 


[provided the following statement j 


111 ., 

Sep"tei5e7 6, 1943« 


know to be no 

foroe, threats or promises have been made in obtaining this statement 
and I know that what I may say may be used in a court of law. 

I am 


*1 was born in 
employed at Mine "A* as a coa 
Vine U A“ sinoe June 6, 1942. 


*1 first stated mining ooal at 
time I became a member of UlfT* 



gger and have been employed at 

11 ir. Bjp at which 
in which mine 1 


*1 was employed at Vine U B* in abou 
worked until May 12, 1937. 

*1 remained a member of UlVT until 1932 at which time I 
changed to pVA because my local Uiff.' changed to PMA. 

"prior to 1932 the management of Mine "B* seemed to have 
been on good relations with UHV. 



I never held any other office m any union. 



"Between 1S32 and 3Iay 12, 1937 there were no strikes at 
Vine "B’' and the management did not close-down Mine "B*» . During that 
period of time the management did not attempt to discredit FnA and did 
not soem to be hostile in settling grievances. 


*1 thought PVA was a good union operated for its members, 
no unusual special assessments v-ere made against me. _I nover took 
any interest in union affairs. 

*1 took no interest in the bdnbing cases and I do not kncrw 
if th« trials voro fair or not. 
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"Between 1932 find May 12, 1937, ViSf did not aat 

v._ ^4. ir; nn *rj* Jj J T mwm* 

up -i- -LJ_iC7 ut JJ UUJ U J-U a c VJ cr 

TJ1JV literature being distributed at Mine *B". 


lETgvrgnrpa 

[continued 

'‘Prior to ?fey 12, 1937 no one asked me to change frcm PMA 


to Ul-?7. 


*1 never saw any offioalief U1I« v?ith the management of 


l-ine *E U . 


"In April 1937 I wa* told by P?tA offica 1b that PMA had a 
temporary contract with Nine m B u ; that upon the expiration of the 
temporary contract the miners were to get retro-active pay to the date 
of the expiration of the original contract, I never obtained any 
information about the temporary contract until the morning of !5ay 12 f 
1937 when I v; as told by some miners that Elshoff of I line "B tt made a 
statement that morning that hs did not have a temporary contract v:ith 
FI "A. Someone told me to load the oars short and see what Elshoff would 
do at ut the contract. 1 did not load /any cars short, but I heard 
some cars -were loaded short. So far as I know there was no intent 
to strike that morning* About 12 100 noon liny 12, 1937 I was told 
the mine wa s on a strike, No one told me why Plik was striking, but I 
thought it was because PIIA did not have/a contract, 

/ 

*1 did not attend a fJ’A meeting K ay 11, 1937 and do not know 
if I received notice of the meeting* 

*1 do not know of any members of P!IA being expelled from PMA 
because of thoir activity in IMS'. 

*1 think I may have signed a P15A petition in the Summer of 
1937 but I do not remember* I know I did not sign a UIS? petition in 
the Summer of 1937, 

tt I did not know a nev; ffiTf local was formed in the Summer 

of 1937. 


“Sometime in Sept, 1937 a member of FKA came to my home and 
told me F1IA had a picket lino at Mine "B*. I voluntarily went to 
Tine to act as a picket for about one v/eok* No one told me I had 
to act as a picket. I woe not present at Tine “B* when the injunction 
was served to prevent the picket line and I know nothing about the 
injunction, Thore was no violence when I was at Nine “B** No outsiders 
wore brought in as pickets* 

*1 do not know of an attempt to open >'ine in Deo. 1937 

and Jan. 1938. 


- 114 ' 


c 


o 


JOHN L. LEJFIS, ET AL 

I ^ >. 

-o ■' -o »_j 

“I voted in the NLH8 election Deo* 15, 1937 
for PMA. So far as I know the eleotion was 
fair and I voted the way I wanted ’to. 

“In Bov. 1939 I received notice that Mine *B“ was to open. 

I returned "ine *B* to work twelve days after the date of the notice 
and Oscar Falcetti, informed me I reported too late for work and I 
was not given a job at Mine “B*. 

“Since I did not go to work at Kine “B“ after it opened in 
1939 I can furnish no information as to what occurred at the Mine. 

“I received employment at Kine “A* June 6, 1942 as a member 

of TJLSv • 



FiS'i. 


“It makes no difference to me whether I am a member of UIf» or 


“I havo had this statement consisting of five pages read to 
me and it is true and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 

/w 



Spocial Agent, 
Speoial Agent, F.B. 


FBI. 

I." 


Tfit, 


c 


o 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS , ET AL 


& 



is jointl^intgrj^v^d by Special 

ind at his residence. 

Illinois, oS Sep^mber5^9437 He appeared 
willing to answer"" the questions put to him and would be willing to testify 
to the facts set forth in the following signed statement which he executed: 

Illinois 
September, 3, 943 

the following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
S. Department of Justice, 


at the 





I joined 

Workers of America, red to hereinafter as the TJ1E7, about 

\t I also y< or ke d in _o ther local mines near thorc. I 

worked inxn^m^Rs in Illinois from®B^Bto about 1934. About 1935 I started 
working at Mine E and continued there until the mine closed on May 12, 1957. 


"After Mine E closed on May 12, 1937 I helped the PMA picket for 
about three months in 1937. I worked as a driver and dig ger at Mine B, 

In 1932 when PMA was organized I joined it voluntarily HI* 

At this time, I was unemployed and I remained unemployed 1935 when 

I vjg-nt to work at Mine B as a PMA member. From 1935 to April 1937 the 
relations between Elshoff and FKA were good. I never heard Elshoff or 
Falcetti say they favored PMA, which is the Progressive Mine Yorkers of 
America, or favor the U!f' but I thought they liked UKJV better. As far as I 
know, the PMA is a good union. I am still a member of PMA. The officials 
of this union got along fine 'dth the rank and file. I did not take on 
active part in organizing, PMA. I never hold an office in a mine union. 


"About April, 1937 the following men started agg itating for the 
men to join the UM-Y; Joe Albanese, Pete Carter, John Cotton, Dominic Pasquale, 
Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John Sirtout, Andrew Schr devious, Cudge Bumgarner, 
George and Emory Jacaway Charles Bowl ingreen, James Hale* These above listed 
men wanted the PMA miners to join UMT, but they did not ask me to join and 
I did not hear them talking to the other miners. I did hear that these 
men went to the miner's houses at night to get them to join UK7V. 


"I only attended union meetings about once a month and did not take 
an active part in-'Union affairs, I did not attend the A meeting on the 
night of May 11, /l945/ v:hcn some of the miners were expelled from the PMA 
for aggitating f but I heard this by word of mouth the next day at 
the mine , ~ 


A 
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"The FM A officials asked Falcetti to discharge the men who 
had been expolled from FMA and Falcetti refused to do so, 
and he let these men go down in the mine to work. Later 
on, Yjhen I was in the mine, some PliA official told me to 


") _ ^ J A . Aftvte* VlaiI i-rtiT 'iwm a rr o 

.LL^U^U Lilic uai a yt/ivn ^ » 


^ +Vii c Kanfliiefi 


Elshoff would not discharge the aggitators who had been thrown out of the 
union. The cars were not shorted because of any wage scale matter, 

"In 1932 John L. Lewis wanted the miners to take a lower wage scale 
and tho miners did not want it, 'Ve won the first vote and on the second vote 
John L, Lewis claimed the ballots were stolen. I joined the PMA, to get 
away from Lewis. As to the wage scale natters in 1937, the only thing I 
understood from the PEA officials was that we were supposed to get back 

J n i « w P « A 4 "5 

1 x um n['i J.i 

would never pay it. 


1Q^7 

■J. ^ v r 0 


^i*Vi -1 Vi 4-Vi r\ r* nr s 4- Y* 1 

iTJ ■ 


+ i'fie fto*v'r»nr4 Vin+‘. VI ahriff* 

w** # ““ v ~ — ~ 


"I only signed one petition in !iay, 1937* I believe this was the 
FMA petition on Hay, 26, 1937 to show I was a F MA member and I believe I 
signed it at the FMA Hall in Springfield. I signed it voluntarily. 

"In September, 1937 I noticed in the paper that M,ne B. was going 
to open and I went out there,. I heard Falcetti tell the miners that the UM^ 
members "were the only ones that could works Only about tv/olv^ men- who T 
mentioned in this statement, and who were UfCV sympathizers went down in the 
mine and tho mine did not open ns they did not have enough men. Later in 
the summer of 1937 I got a job on the PMA as a member in Mine A and I never 
did go back to Mine B until November, 1539. At that time, Mine B was 
operating on an open shop, basis and I worked there ono day in order to get 
my tools, and then I quit. 


ficr£y-?-fn4-.r>Y-c nff.nri rt-.n +\ 


"The men v;hose names I have mentioned in this statement as UWJ7 

in Elshoff 1 s office with him* and from this I believe 
Elshoff favored the UM7. I don't know why Elshoff did not like the PMA. 

Ho one ever threatened me or beat me about mine matters. I voluntarily 
joined the US.ET in February, 1941 at h r ine A and v/orkod there until December IS, 
1942. 


"I have carefully read and fully understand the two and one _ 

pages of this statement and it contains the truth to the best of my knov/ledge, 
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Special Agents 

and s to be above 

average miner in inte^Kgenc^expresses himself "well, and 
is cooperative. It is felt that he would be a satisfactory witness to testify 
to those matters outlined in the following statement which he furnished: 


" 9 / 4/43 



111 . 


"I. 


make the following voluntary statement tc 
Doth of whom have identified themselves as being Special 
Agents "of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have 
been made to induce me to make any statement. 


J 1 ! was born ST 



a ■ iqu. 

live at 

held an office in any union. 


citi sensin’ about F4 

I started mining in i 



to the U. S. in 
andprosently 
ut and never 


n I joined the Progressive Union in about 1932 and do not know any 
of the details as to how it was formed. I started to 'work at Mine B in 
1936 and when I first started to work everything was going along fine. Both 
the officers and men in the P!'A seemed to be good people and the union was 
getting along fine with the company. 

"I recall that in the spring of 1937 the union was trying to negotiat 
a new contract with the company. I don’t remember any of the details, but 
I do know there was some question about wages. I know that a ; out this sane 
time some of the men started talking about joining the U.II.7/'. I don’t recall 
even hea ring tha t any men were expelled from the union at that time. I 
lived ir^Bj^Band so didn’t attend many of the meetings. I just heard 
that some^me^rrom United were causing trouble at the mine. I think there 
was around 20 men who were working for United — I think Bohannon and Pasquale 
were two of the men. These men never said anything to me, but I know 
they used to hang around the office and t'lked a lot to the others. 

"I was working as a digger in box'Bat the time of the strike. I 
recall that there was some trouble with these men before we started. As 
I recollect, we only worked about half a day that day the mine went on 
strike in ;iay of 1937. I remember that the Progressive men didn't want to 
work with the United men, but the company said the United men should go 
to work anyway. The United oen were saying that we shouldn’t go to work 
unless vie fot a good contract signed. 


"I remember that most of the men were sending up short loads so I 
started doing the same. I remember that vie were called out of the mine by 
somebody before the regular quitting time, I think it was a 2 r °£ r9 ssive 
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and then ".vent hone. Nobody told me the mine was on strike, 
so I went to work the next day as usual and I was then told 
that the mine was on strike. 


11 1 remember that about two weeks after the strike I signed a 
petition for the Progressive union. I can't remember under what circumstances 
I signed the petition and I can’t remember whether it was at my hone or in 
Springfield. I believe I was on a picket line which had formed in the road 


a cK nv+ rH cf. onon ■fv'rwm rm'np "i Th Ifa y nf 1 0^9. 
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Thi cj ni fikpt It np nnlv lasted 


for a couple of days though. 


W I started to work for Mine A in about October of 1937 and am still 
working at line A. 

”1 believe I voted in the NLRB election held at the Armory in Dec. 
of 1937, but I can’t say for sure that 1 did. 

'•I hnve been a progressive for a long time and want to stay progress- 
ive, but it s .^ns as though you couldn't be a progressive at Mine B* I have 
no information to back up my opinion, but I think the company favored the U.M*W. 

X d o not know for sure v/hat caused the strike in 1937. I joined the U*!J.77 # 
in 

’’This entire statement of four pages has been read to me by 
I wish to state it is true to the best of my memory. 

/s/ 


Witnesses 



J Special Agents, FBI 
’ U* S. Dept_ of Justice" 


- 119 - 



o 


o 


RE; JOHN L. LE./IS, ET AL 




crirdnal record. It was noted during the course or the interview that this 
man's recollection of pertinent events was very hazy, that because of his 
poor understanding of the English Language he did not know a great deal about 
vsbat happened at union meetings and what he was told there. He was entirely 
cooperative and is believed reliable. It is felt that duo to his lack of 
understanding and recollection he would not bo a good witness. 




and the time the rdne closed t or- was no trouble between Elshoff and the 


The miners were always satisfied with the P. I went to the meetings 
while Wo had a progressive union. I was satisfied with the way money natters 
wore handled by the P. I don't know anything about the guilt or 
inocenso of the P.Ii..-.. miners sent to jail for bombing. 


vary so far as I know off. 

"I don't know of any ’parties held by Elshoff for the U. Ii.tr. in this 

pari od. 


pay and when we didn’t wc didn't go hack. I did not attend any meeting the 
night before the rdne shut do-a. ./hen I went to work the morning of 



gave the following 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 4, 1943 



yrs. as n coal digger. Before 1932 Elshoff and the U,i!,'t. got along alright 
I changed over to F.K.A. because the majority wont that ’..ay. Between " 193"2 


P.Ii.n. Elshoff inr.de no re.earics concerning the P.IT.A. at that tine. 


"Between 1932 and 1937 the U 


did not bother the F.M.A. in ary 


"I don’t know of any s,rUs in the P.H.... who wore working for U.H.V/. 


"Nobody said any thing to the men so far as I know about the con- 
tract which ran out in the Spring of 1937. ‘.,'c thought we would get back 
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}iay 12, 1937 vc figured there might be some trouble 
'but didn’t think there 'mould be any strike. The 
whole trouble as I remember it was due to no contract. 
Some of the men loaded short cars the day the mine 
to load them short, I don’t know who told us. 

“"I don’t r ember signing any petition for either the U.M.U, or the 
F.M.— the summer after the mine closed. 

"I did not know that the U.M.V. was forming a U.M.T. local in Spring- 
field thi: summer of 1937. 

”1 heard something about Falsetti running the Jefferson but I knew 
nothing about it myself. 

"In Sept. 1937 we heard that the mine was going to be opened with 
U.ii.T. men so we went out to picket and keep anyone else from taking our 
job. The first day a few men went down one of them was Andy Scfirelevious. 
■uft^r this no one w«nt down at all and we suyud there for about 60 days. 

There was no trouble during the strike, there were* no strangers out there, 
ne behaved our solves and no one bothered us. Wo one forcc-d us to stay at 
the mine, Ww were just there to protect our job. I was there when the 
Marshall came and told us vc had to l_ave this was about 9 00 pm when he came 
we all left peaceful. 

"I was not there when they tried to open the nine a few days aft :r 
the Marshall made* us leave the mine. 

"I voted in the first N.L.R.B. election. This was an honest election 
as far as I know. Nobody told me vjho I had t * vote for. 

"I did not go to the nine when they tried to open it in Jan. 1938. 

I hoard of it but I was working on TT.P.A. and did not go over there. 

"During the tine between the 1st N.L.R.B. election and the time the 
joins opened for gc >d I know of nothing unusual that happened. 

"When the mine opened lor good I got a registed letter telling me to 
come back in 10 days. I went back to my old place. I^never saiv anyone just 
got my check and went to work at once. When we went back there was supposed 
to be nj union in the mine both unions were supposed to work in there to- 
gether. It makes no difference to me which union I belonged to. I paid 
1 y duos to until I saw the majority was going to U.M.7. then I joined 

them. Nobody ever threatened me to make me join any union. I just went with 
the majority. I do not remember signing ary cards for either U.K.T. or 
P.v.j.. in 1940. I saw a lot of new men when I went back to the mine. I did 


INTERVIEr. ' LITE 


continue 
closed, we were told 
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not know which union they helbnged to. I have heard 
of /lien being beaten to get them to join the U.ii.l™. 
but I never saw any of it. 


«I voted in the 2nd N.L.R.B. election and voted U.U..». as far as I 
kn ow the election was an honest one nobody tried to make me vote either way. 


"I don't know what the general condition of the mine was when it 
reopened. I was satisfied with conditions in uy part. I heard nothing about 
a fire in liine B in 1939. 


"I don't know 
kicked out. 


anything about 


the 


nesting 


at which 



[was 


11 1 have had read this statement of 7 pages to me and to 
the bust of i;y know^dg^^^^^ll the truth. I am therefore signing 
it of my own will." 


(Signed) 



"'witnesses 





iwost. (Milw. ) 


Special i.gent, F.B.I. 

ppn'l Vi titp It 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 4, 1943" 
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Re i JOEK L. 1£R' IS, ET AL 

b ~7 - y I o 


iirrspvi 



The following in; 
Special Agents 

Spr ingf i 


.nves^U|y ^8 o onduete^bjr 
igfie la,^lTlin!oi^on SepreSo^r 


l 


> 


5, 1943. 



interpr 


cted as an 
has never 
Fe around 1930 


or 1931 by the Springfield Police Department at a mine strike at lfoodside 
ana that they were charged with inciting a riot and were let out on 
i 500*00 bond* However, he said he never appeared in court after that 
and never was prosecuted and wasn't fingerprinted or photographed. 


loth appeared to be very cooperative and would 

be glad to do anything for the Government that he can m connection with 
this investigation and it is believed that he would make a fai r w it ness 
if his testimony were necessary. However, if the testimony of ™ 
were needed an interpreter would have to be used* 

Agents obtained from them the following joint signed statement! 



the 1 oil owing etntemen 
known to us to 
made through, 

*tand the English language 
ine for about 2 yre 



any great extent* 




Springfield, 111. 

Sept* 5, 1943 

give 
who are 
tmerrt ie 
^&ble to under- 
[worked at 

_up until the ct£i5e 0 TTSvr net been 
bac k to ^ork there since, has been working there for t he i> aet 

coal digger and employed* I was born in^ 

|and came to U*S* in citizen i^ou a 

at Springfield. ^^9E|| was b or n is 03 * 

he came to the and ^caae a™cit i t e n x r i ^ f^Rt joined 

_a miners union when I was °td^ ^this wn^uTTi. 1 .. . a t Springf ield, 

^joined a Union i "I^SSB^nd joined the U.tVh* in 
v ne n he first cane to neither of us have ever AS il 

offices. 






knew of no trouble 


between the U*L!/ 


and the 
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U 1 


'J& 




'TZKV IE 



(continued 


managem ent of Jiine B prior to 1932, 

;ent with the Progressives as coon as 
ey ware organized, there wae no force used 
and he went of his own free will* So far as 
we know there wras no trouble between the P»K*A« 
and the mine management up until the strike in 1937, So far as we are 
aware there was no real indicatioj^o^txouble or preference on the part 
of the management for the U,1.V, does feel there Ttfaeg e was 

some slight indication of this butr^ionn know too much about it, 

V^hile the progressives were in we had no trouble with the officials* 
be felt the y were honest and we could always be heard when we wanted to* 
mBHid not attend many meetings while the Progressives were in 
as he could not understand but I attended most of them* As far as the 
finiances of the Union were concerned we were always satisfied the money 
v ; ge spent properly- VFe were given a report at the meetings as to the 
expenses, \ e do rot feel that those F*1’,A, men who were sent to prison 
for the bombings were the guilty ones ^this was the general feeling among 
the men at the time* Prior to the strike the U.K.V* never came to the 
mine or bothered the F,j’*A# ren in eny way so far as we knar. Prior to 
the strike v/e had never heard of there being any non in the F,r,A, who 
“'ore trying to swing the men back to U*I ,7 , 


n Fe it her of us have ever heard anything about Elehoff or Wniseiti 
giving any parties for UK V* * officials* 

\8 we remember in the spring of 1937 we worked from the first 
of April until the strike under an agreement that when an agreement was 
finally settled or any increase would be retroactive, ^e always felt that 
F,P,A. would bo able to get as good a contract for us as anyone else. 

There was some slight feeling of unrest during e&rily Kay and April of 
1937 over the fact that the mens pay raise was not coining through but 
there was no trouble over this, ~'e had no idea at all of the managements 
altitude on the wage question at that time. ^*e remember hearing of some 
action aken a short time before the strike, by the trial board against 
"Cotton" Ananiaeas and Chas* Pohanon. we dont recall the nature of this 
action. 



M I recall going to a meeting the night before the strikej^^^ 
did not attend this meeting* As I remember the meeting dealt with 
iat io do about *Cotton" and Chas* Eohanon end also our back wages* 

There was no strike talk at this meeting and when they called us up out 
of the mine the next day it was a supriso to me. The morning of the 
strike there was some dispute at the mine about the F,I!*A, men working 
with thgc-expelled men. The management had refused to fire certain men 
and the PK'.a. men did not want to work vith them. Are recall some men 
had been trying to get the F, men to get out of there union and 
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(continued) 


These man w© remember were 


join the U.LV 

Satmmy (Joe Albanese) Andy Echrelevious, Fominio 
Fasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony 
Flotch, John (Cotton) Ananias, John Sertout, 
Geo* &• EhiOry Jacaway, Chas* Bohanon t James 
Eale# v e also remember some talk about wages but the Chief cause was 
over not venting to work with these men# Tv© cent recall anything about 
cars being loaded short on the day of the strike, nobody, came and told 
us to load their that way* I only loaded one car that day it was full 
and as far as I know is still in the mine# Shortly before quitting time 

some company man told us to come out of the nine* "Then we got on top 

they told us werwere going on strike# It wasooijy then we knev/ there was 
to be a strike* After the mine closed the y picket ed out at the mine 
for a short * Neither petition 

for UYY ♦ but both of us Eigne^f^^raTrorrT^A# The-e were always 
signed of our or n free r 'ill and re were gc tif ied with f#h*A* Ye knew 
that there was a U*!V’* local formed in Springfield the summer of 1937# 

neither of us rare ok sea to join but we hoard that others were and 

threatened if they didn't* 

"There ^as nothing unusual that happened during the summer 
of 1937 as far as v’o recall# 


He hoard at the hr 11 that tho mine was to reopen in Sept ox 

1937 end ve went out to go to work# There was a dispute at the mine that 

cay as to vrhether the mine voe to be opened as F*I-#A# or U*1’* T * 1 e did 

X. «. J - - - -2 m X b. m. ^ h. r-b X J <n ^ # s-. vs vi 1] w% Jk mi /r, w_ m h\ * r l-i rv Ai » A ■**1 *» ■% VS jrw 

UUV |£U UUVVI1 iLl VI IV ir.XIiQ Lrlldi L Uc*y UIJ U U I uDiWllUOi t v 

§SK®|a were at the ^ine most of the time the picketing went 

onY^YnfP^WB^^^^eacQful, we wore just there to protect ourrjobs* 
a couplo of U.U.W, mon did come to the mine one day & stayed for about 
15 or 20 nin* around noon there was no trouble then# All of the men who 
took port in the strike were from our own local* llobody forced us to 
stay at the mine and wo came and vent as we wished. p#l) t A* furnished us 
with everything we needed. ’• © were both at the mine when -the marshall 
came out and read the injunction* The men left peacefully, tho miners 


lr q heard that they were going to reopen the mine under the 
U.'Yh* right after the marshall caused us to leave# Y© didn't go 
back because of the pending 1 T #L*L*E# election# he both voted for P*h#A* 
at the first K#L*F#B. eleotion#, this vae an honest election and vre 
voted the way we wanted# There v ere sarce leaflets passed to the group I 
was in by TJ*IV”* men urging us to vote L 7 #f’#T # I heard that the U*i *Vi» 
had contacted some men trying to get them to vote U#K#W* The 


group that 


v'u . t in did nut &et any of these leaflets* 
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l 1 






*T«e heard of the attempt to open the mine 
in Jan. 1935 but -we did not go to the mine 
because me heard it wae to be TJ.11.W. and we 
also had the injunction against us. 


T L rv*» 4 - r< 4 - V, i i 

J, UQCU U ^/A AUJ UU V 11 AI 


m -i* nj. ^ ru in j_ i -T 1 1 Q1 O 

”1 teix i>pr mgi i exu xuw euiiuutu ui -l^w* 
that mine W E" had taken over the Jefferson mine seme of the men fro. 
3« irewfl working there I am sure but dont know who* Neither 
[knev; anything first haad about this* 



*Bot 

to come back to v orJ 



n V, ■. + 4 - V-. -v , y-t 4 v- ViTrtVi "K^a V> q 1 nrt at a A 

.EUuUl lu-Ut? U.XJ.A^AJ lit- t-<w 

to the 2nd K#L»B» nobody aske 



got letters from the mine co* telling us 
in ibsy* I went back to the nine a nd talked to Itr# 
Falaetti who tolc me I would be better off where I v/as. went 

back to lline m B* to work Then he got his letter* nobody aekecH!m 

— ffot hip nlrl room hacV* Prior 

to join the TJ.IV • Three men 

car ' ^ c get sign^^rer to the TJ«£.T*«thi^wae way 

after These men said that did 

not sign over toI^^LT, he woulc not have any job. They eaten 

to beat him. : ^|^^P^Bdoes not know ’’’ho the ft men ■'■'ere. He signed over 
to Leo-? hie job. "'Wo ^gSBeaw a lot of strangers at the mine Then "he 
vent back to vork. He does not knov vho these men vere but they were 
all U.:V- . Keittl^^^B^m^Jigned any cards for TJ.). T . or B.l'.A. 
the summer of* 1940* 


F* ' • A* 

He 

back t 
ne ver 
ne it he 



he does n o 


voted in the 2nd N.L.h«5* election voting for 
know whether or not this was an honest election* 


went 


as 

losed &nu 


lee is 

U.h. v . 


not forced to vote either r;ay himself though* ^ r hen 
o mine H B U it ''."as in kind of bad condition one part 
reopened . He knows of no fire in Line ”B*‘ while it was 
r do I. does not recall any meeting at which 

was ki cke^ou^over Fome argument about money matter. 

at conditions were much better under F.l .A. than they are under 




have read this joint statement 

toll^SiflXnd solar os^e ithe r or us are av-are it is the truth in 
itsent^efy we are therefore both signing it. 
itnesses » 

Signed* 


Sp ecirT Agent , 
St, Fou l . Jinn. 





Spe c • Agt • 
Springfield, 111 
f ept . 1943 


(rilvr.) 
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b O cs 



INTERVIEW TTITH _Qn 


he has no cr 
observed thnl 
which occurred at 
cooperative and he 


September 4 , 1943, Specia^ 
inters! 





and 

, <>» * 1 * 6 . i.ome in 

nois. advised that 

ecor d . During the course of the interview it was 

had a much better than average of events 

ne B during the period in question, SHHIHB was entirely 
is believed to be honest and reliable It that 


he would make a muct better than average witness. SSBBKtm turne d over 
to a'ents a letter received by him frot^harlos Bohannon, President of the 
ULH local in Sprin field, telling him VESto report at the UMo building 
for initiate cr. into the JM.V. This lette^^ffbeen properly identified 
by oftRto and is being retained in the exhibit file of this case. 



the following 


statement: 




statement tc 

Special Agent s"of the FBX, U. — S. Department 
have been made me to rive this statement. 


makin g this free and voluntary 
who are known to me to be 
ice. No threats or promises 



( »I have been employed at Mine B in Springfield, 111., ft; 

_and am still there as a coal digger^!! was born 
_Jand came to the United States in HE and became a citTzen" 
aboutj^^at Springfield, 111. I w .s a miner in tne old country and did 
not belong to any union over there. I first joined the United Mine h'orkers 
about 
Before 



at Springfield, 111. I never have been an officer of any union, 
the Uli: union was more of a company union and they_along with Carl 
Elshoff fine and gave him everything. It was just like a d ictator then and 
U1T< got anything they wanted. About 1932 or so I joined the Progressive 
Union with the rest of the men and that was when John Lev;is wanted us to 
take a cut and he was supposed to have stolen the ballots." I did not take 
any active part in starting the PMA union. Between 1932 and the time the 


mine closed P. A got along fine with Mr. Elshoff and nothing was wrong at all 
then. -I don't recall of any little strikes or walk outs during the same 
period before the mine closed. I never heard anything about Palcetti 01* 
Elshoff not getting along with PMA officials during that period of time 
before the mine closed. I never heard anything about anyone wanting PMA 
men to change back to Utf.7. The Progressives- was & good union and it was not . 
run by rackete rs and everyone satisfied with it except fora few men 
aiere who were for UI.I7. I only went to meetings onoo in awhile as it was 
too far to go to Springfield, Illr to attend th4nu I never paid any attention 
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TH to those men who were convicted for those bombings and I 
have no opinion about them and I never heard anyone else 


and not a slave union. Before Mine B closed Ulf.7 never sent any men out- to 
picket the mine nor do I recall of getting any literature from U1CT then. 

Before the nine B closed there were abmt 12 men or so in the PMA who were 
for UlfV. I recall on one time while I was in Hogan’s Saloon in Springfield, 
111., Andy SCHREL2VICUS asked me there to join over to Ul£7 and he took my 
address down and he said he would come over to see me but he never showed 
up. This was before i&ne B closed. These 12 men wore to ray knowledge 
Sammy who is also known as Joe; Andy ment ' oned above; and I heard that 
Emory Jacaway carried the tales back to the company. These and several 
others were the ones I heard to be men who liked the ULTV^ they were, Fasquale > 
Sirtout, Jim Hale and several others. I just heard that. I never heard a 
thing about any parties giver by Elshoff or UIT." men. 


temporary agreement and that if they got more pay it would go back. I 
never have believed anything until I see the money itself but I felt that 
PMA could make a contract but I heard that Elshoff was against making a 
contract. Before the strike_ miners never complained about this wage 
question on pay d^ys and there was no other trouble over the wage question 
and I think that things went .along pretty nice and steady. I heard that thes^ 
12 men would talk both for and against the PMA just before the mine closed. 

I did not go to the meeting night before the mine closed and I don’t remember 
if they had one or not. "Then I went to work on the morning the mine closed 
I did not know at all of a ny trouble o ut there and I never h’d any idea there 
would be any trouble until ^MHH^Bcalled us out of the mine that after- 
noon. That day I heard a lSt^P^^^^hing about several men, including 
Frank Austin, being expelled from PMA but I don’t recall of the company 
refusing to fire them. I heard that the reason why the strike was called 
was because we did not brve any contract then. T7e PMA all respected the 
lav; and felt if those 12 men wanted to leave they could go back to U1T.7, 

On the day the mine closed I heard something about cars being loaded short 
but I did not load any short and no one told me to load them short. I was 
working in box •then and there was no talk of any strike that day nor about 
t h e men being expelled. Several we ks after the mine closed I signed a 
petition for PMA and I think it was to show the Labor Board or someone we 
had a majority of the men and no one f orced me to sign it and I did sign 
it because I wanted to. I recall that (phonetic) a committeeman, 

brot it to ray home and I signed it. 1 neve^ Tig ned any petition for U1T.T 
but’ 1 heard about it but they never came t^JMEg L -was all 

PMA. I think that same fall another petitionws glrWe^ PMA and I 



talk about it. I never suspected any of the PMA officials 
of doing wrong with the money. The local was a man’s union 


th 



’’^recall when the contract expired in March, 1937 and I think 
HBBor some other official of FMA told us that they had a 
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INTER 1 



fc TH also signed that and I think I signed it in Springfield, 

111, and n) one forced me to sign tl^at either, I hoard about 
UMv7 forming a new local but no one came to zae and asked 
me to Join it, 

"During summer of 1937^ I don't recall of anything unusual 

hr. opening at Mine B. I once heard something tho of some men from I&ne B 
roing over to the Jefferson Mine and also there was some talk once about 
Elshoff being the owner or something of the Jefferson Mine* Turing fall of 
1937 I went out to Mine B about a week after the picketing started. I 
never had heard they were coing to reopen* The men there were all local 

Pllk men and there were no strangers* I went out of my own free will and I 

vent out because I heard that others were out there protecting their jobs* 

I heard that v/e never would have picketed the mine if those United Mine 
Workers had not started over there at Mine B* I came home about one night 
a week or so ^nd then would go back out again and help them. Everything was 
quiet and peaceful out there and there were no fi;hts* No Ulf.7 tried to go to 
work while I vns out there. I vns there when the Marshall came out and he 
said we would have to leave and he put some paper out but I never r ead it* 

All of us were willing to leave and we did and all were satisfied, 
c^me out after the Marshall c^me and said it was right for us to le aVe . 

The Marshall came out between 9 ^nd 10 p.m. and I vrs the la st one to leave 
there about 1 a.n. TDien the Marshall c^rne out I think that and 

a commit toeman was out there* I never heard a thing about th^^on^^^ying 
to reopen a few day later after the Marshall came out* I voted at a the 
Armory in Springfield, 111*, at the first NLRB election and it was by secret 

ballot and no one told me how to vote and first I met at hall and then 

from the ahll went over and voted* Before we went over and voted we had 
h meeting and the big president of the whole PUA gave us a talk and told 

us to vote how we pleased and he did not tell us to vote PMA or any special 

way. I voted PMA and it was a [pod and honest election and I heard that 
PMA won that election* I-don’t recall a thing about Mine B being reopened 
a short time after the election of U MFT mine* 



[>JjQIJd U J. U / , 


once 
he has 
during 
walked 
alon 
if 


visited me at my hone and he told that he 
ed to f'ALUJSfTl in a" saloon and that Falcetti told him that when 
his money invested he vents to get the benefit of it. I also heard 
the last week that Elshoff was in Washington and that when the PMA men 
along they had their heads hanging down but when th e UM57 men walked 
they had their heads high up in the air. 





”1 never got a registered letter from IVine B but hoard about it thru 
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^ 7 cl- L > -7 

out there about a week or so later. 



L c on t inuec 

saw Oscar F^lcet.ti 

he put me back t.o work in box ^JT~guS"53"J andTHH^Hj^^ He did not say a thing 
about whot union I belon;ed to* Nothing vos saSRoout the wages but I thot 
it would be the regular Illinois wage scale* The gossip around was that 
when the PMA went over to Ulftf we would have a contract. I did not see many 
new men at this time but after a couple of months they hired a lot of new 
U!r,7 men from Mo*, Indiana and other states. About one quarter are still 
there but restarea^Leone* They hired onlo^lJ^meh and vio^djoot^h^^ 
a PMA mo n , one t i c ) of 111. and 

(phonetic) both were PnJffien and they went over ter 

Mine B and asked for jobs hut they were told they had no openings but the 
next the hired /. " 5 Uifrt men* 


"At the mine a track layer and a fellow named "Cotter 11 or some- 
thing like that talked to me abo ut joining ovar^^Iwas working in box Jb 

who vns in send Bill, the track 

in to see me and bill told me I sh UIS I because the shot finer 
led and that the chock weight-man had already signed. I told Bill 

I the chec k weigh -man hid not signed and Bill 
then went back and asked him and Bil l came iba ck 

and told me that I was right c and that wBB^BJhad not 

join ed. This happene^oeioi'o^U^^Bgot beat up. I told B^n^nen that 
when ^Jj^^J^rould sign up I would sign too. Bill did not threaten me. 

"About a week Later this "Cotter" asked me to sign up and he said 
that he would protect me and I told him he wouldn’t have to protect me as 
I can protect myself. 


"PMA did not do anything in regard to getting men to join over as 
they felt they still had the majority. No one caused me to befined nor 
did anyone bother me but stole tools from my buddy, ANDY from 
v;ere stolen from him but they never stole mine. Later on whenTha^^igned 
over to Ulf.V this same "Cotter" told me that no one would lose any more 
toals. In summer of 1940 I never signed any membership card for PMA or 
UM*7. TJhen I v/ent back to work I kept on paying dues to PMA and no one forced 
me to pay those dues. sign over to UiTAL 

(phonetic) told me to tell to” sign up with Jh&f bef o:‘ 

the k r: yy<^sL3rt to fly ancTT told BAU^^RTENSS tha t I would sign up only 
with this was why BJm "told me this an^this took place 

about a month or so before beat up. I told bout this 

and hero^scared and never went back to vjork again, for aolma month and 
went back to Mine 3 office and said he v.it earning back to work 
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V 

and that night BEAT Him up. 

"It was gossip around the Mine B that if we PMA men did 
sign up by a certain day that it would c ost us more money 
and I signed up on the last day. I signed up because I felt that if I did 
not get over to UMw that I might get beat up and I would lose my job. 




"I have shown to Agents 

18668 rn 

to as 

111. This 
letter t 


and 


a registered letter No. 
29^1941 which is addresses me 


£rked_ at Springfield, 111., Jan. 

and it is from Chas. Bohannon, P.O. Box 1095 j Springfield, 
etter is dated Jan^2Q. 1941 and I have given the envelope and 
anc 



"The above letter told me that I should get sworn in but I did not 
go dov.aa to get sworn in because I still did not want to become connected 
with UM..'. However, after I got the above letter I went down and got sworn 
in but then and even now I still am a PHA man in my own heart. 


"I voted at the next NLRB election at the Armory in Springfield, 

111. but I don't think this was an honest election. TThen I got to the Armory 
this "C ’itter" was in there and he was partly drunk and carried a big pistol 
and he grabbed me by the arm and walked up with me and s^id he wanted to see 
how I voted so he stood along side me and watched rae how I voted so I had 
to vote for U3f.‘ a It ho I still wanted to vote for FMA. I did not vote the 
way I wanted too and I figure I was forced to vote Ulf ’ because of the above 
facts. I did not see the government man around. This "Cotter" is still 
at Mine B and he is Chock No. 18. 


"'7hen I went back to ?!ine B it w s in bad shape and had bad air* 
The south side never was reopened. I think it cost them about 315,000 or 
*'20,000 to fix it up. I never heard a thing about a firs at 'line B when it 
was closed or in 1939. 


"I heard that Glascow had some trouble and that Edmundson kicked 
him out and that Glascow was on the right side. 

"I never heard anything at the time Mine B was closed as to how 
Elshoff was able to ke the mine going when it was closed. 

"X can't read the English language very well and I have had Agent 
[read this 3 page typewritten statement to me and it is true and 
correct and I have sign it of my own free will* 


WITNESSES: 
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Special A^ent, FBI, 
Milwaukee, 7.1 s. u 
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RE: JOHN l. le;is, et al 


BH£|^^HIH|H^^^Mia^^TtervicwQd at his 

resTdcnccT^^^^^y^fimiimP Springfield, 
Illinois onSeptember 4, 1943 by special agents 
He did not appear to be Killing to 
answer the questions put to him, and would not willingly testify on 
behalf of the Government, being hesitant because of his present employment* 
He furnished the following signed statement: 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 4, 1943 

the following voluntary statement to 
hom I know to be Special Agents of the 
G. Department of Justice. 




was born in 
izcd at Suringfio 


bnd cane to the United States 


in 


\ and presently 


Springfield, Illinois. 


'The first mine union I joined was the United Mine workers of 


tin -1 r ic 
uni 


t. will be referred to nor inaft.r as the U1IM I joined this 
at Springfield, Illinois and I started working in the 
under the U!i7. This mine was in North Springfield, but is 
operating at this time, I worked at four other min es under the UM3 
oof ore I started working at Mine B as a coal digger in 



"The only ur^ 
Illinois 


■ office J ever held was on the Pit Committee at 
S years ago. I l his was with the UM3. 

"I am presently employed at Mine B as a coal digger. 


"I took no active part in forming the Progressive Mine workers of 
America which will be referred to hereinafter as Fll*. I knew nothing 
about the circumstances under which FI1* was formed. I liked the FMA 
leaders and I think the other miners felt the same way. 

"I attended most of the PM* and UII7 meetings while I worked under 
these unions. 


"I liked the FIA better than the UII7 because the nil would not per* 
mit a nan to hold office more than two consecutive years. In the UKa an 
officer can hold office for years. 

"Before the strike started at Mine B in 1937 I never recalled a UIf7 
picket lino at that Mine . I saw no UIf.7 literature during this period* 
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act jo;:m l. le .is, et :.l 
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M I knew the following miners who worked at Mine B at 
this time: Andrew Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale 

Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John (Cotton) 
Ananias, John Sir tout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, 
Charles Bohannon, and James Hale. 


continued) 


ft As far as I know these men did not aggitate for U1T’ before May, 
1937 when the strike started. 


"I am not familiar with the circumstances involved in the wage scale 
controversy. 

"I did not attend the FLIA meeting of May 11, 1937 and it was at a 
later date that I learned about the miners who were thrown out of PHA on that 
night. I did not hear about it the next day* However, on the morning of 
May 12, 1937 I was told to load the coal cars short by a member of PUA whose 
name I do not recall and I did load my cars short. 

11 1 helped picket mine B for about tv/o weeks* 

"During the strike period when Mine B was closed I was unemployed. 

"I believed I si -Tied a PliA petition shortly after the nine closed. 

I do not remember anything about details or purpose of this petition. I do 
not recall any other petitions. 

"By word of mouth I learned about the attempts to open Mine B in 
Sapt- inbjr and December of 1937 and in January, 1938. 

n I thought tho B.L.R.3. election held in December, 1937 was fair* I 
v/as in favor of the Pita and was not approached by any person to influence 
ry vote. 


"The second N.L.R.B* election in February, 1941 was also on a secret 
ballot and I voted in this election. 


MT A J J 1. _ J- Mr . 

*'-i rt* t-urntfu uu av wmu 

again under the open shop agreement 


D -! T, T _ ^ yc ~ t-. . w 

& in wuvumuur, 


-Ljjy woen uut; mine oponuu 


"Just before the second N.L.R.3. election I signed up with U) r .‘. No 
one ever tried to influence me to sign up with the UK-. r . I joined the UK? 
because some runers told we that the majority were going over to UK.' and 
that I*d better join Ulf.:. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEMS, ET AL 


to lc^ 

7 b 



(continued) 


«I know nothing about the activities of the men -whose 
names are mentioned above in this statement. 

«I know nothing against the Hu. or the UK/. 


/s/ 



,r H i tnessed: 



Specie 

Special 


1 Agent, F.b.I. 
/. t ,ent F.B.I." 
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JOHN L. LET.1S, ET AL 


i'l 







Spr ingfiel 

interviewed by Special Agents 
f on Scptembei^^^l943 at 
Ls individual is ^HHHjj^^e&rs o 


Illinois 



?SRYl g7 TI 

was 
and 

Springfield, 111. ______ 

Tead nor write and has no understanding concerning the matter under 
inquiry. He executed the following written statement: 

tt Spr ingf i eld » 1 11 ino i s 
September 3 f 1943 

make t he following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of 
federal Bureau of" T?iv55TTga^^h, TJ. S, Department of Justice. 



n I reside- at 

lot now employod. 

'irst joine 

to hereinafter as the UMT about 
the local mine about three years* 


am 


Spr ingf ie 
was born on 

jthe U nited M ine Workers “or America, re 
fat J^HBlllinois , where I worked in 
worke^iri coal mines continuously 



erred 


and Btarted working in Mine B near Sprin glield about and worked there 

continuously until that mine closed on ray 12, 1937. after J/ine B 

closed down in !'ay, 1937, I went back to a place near the mine to help the 
Progressive Mine 'orkers of America picket. I will refer to this latter 
union hereinafter as the FMA . I never went back after that time to work 
at Mine B* even wh en it tried to r c-oncn. I did no t trv to go ba ck to w ork 



TT I worked at Tine B from ^jj^^pto 1932 as a member of the UM77. I 
was a digger in this mine* I voluntarily joined RIA in September, 1932 
when the rest of the minors at Vine B* joined that union* I did not like 
the UM7? because John L* Lewis did not favor an increase in wages and when 
we voted, he claimed the ballot boxes were stolen. 


"I thought the PMA was a good mine union and that it T s leaders and 
the rank and file were satisfied vith the FMA. union and the way it was being 
run. I did not take an active part in the formation of FMA as I could 
not road or write and just went along with the rest* 

"Elshoff appeared to get along alright with the UK7 prior to 1932 
but did not seem to be on such good terms witK"” FMA from 1932 to 1937. 

I think he liked UlfV better than the PMA, but I never heard why# I knew 
nothing about the details of the wage scale problem but I just wanted an 
increase in wages. 

"I heard in the Spring of 1937 that IMV had some organizers in 
Mine B but they novur contacted mo. I heard that they cont act ©d^ other miners 


\ 

t 
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Re: JOHK L. LETTS t ET AL 






road the newspapers to 

me commenting on it. I do not recall signing a petition 
of any kind in 1937, I did not attend the PMA meeting on 
the night of May 12, 1937 when the FMA miners were expelled, 
know the mine was closed down on May 12, 1937 was because 
the men wanted more money and Elshoff would not pay them more. I never went 
back to work in the mine after that^ and know nothing about the mine from 
then on. Thi* statement boen read to me by 
it 1 b true. 


( conx inuecTJ 
The only reason 


M 

u 

& 


*His 


Mark 


. itnessed : 


"His 


Mark 


__ N 

Special Agent, F.B.I* 



f /s/ 

gent, F.B.I." 



whose mark appears above and he acknowledges 
that the statement is true and correct. 


s/ 


o 


Re: JOHN L. LEiTIS, ET AL 


ihtbrviBE with 




L943 by Special Agent: 

J speaks and understands Eng] 

when he remembers facts can express himself intellif 
no serious objections to testifying if necessary, 
has. been arrested for drunkenness, but claimed to 


re«jrd- 



Springfield, 
ember 7 . 

id 

very 

entl y. He said he has 
admitted that he 
no other criminal 



furnished + he following signed statement* 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 7, 1943. 

ake the following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents 
ation, of my own free will, with no 


, Springfi eld,, 

I was born 

ed States in I was 

I joined the united Mine Workers 
of that union until 1932, when 



threats or promises made to met 

"I am livi ng at 
red a-,— 

ana came 

na turalized at Spri ngfie 
at 111. in flHk and was a mem 

I joine^^^e Progressive Mine Torkers of America. I started work at Mine 
B about and joined the P.U.A. when all the other men at Mine B 

did. I hacwio part in the organization of the F.M.A., which was organized 
because the men were not satisfied in the way Lewis was handling their 
interests. Lewis had something to do with the disappearance of ballots 
of an election held by the men. I was never an officer in any union, 

"From 1932 until 1937 things went along smoothly at the mine. 

I don't remember any strikes or shut downs at the mine, and was 
satisfied with the way the P.M.T. was being run. The P.M.A. officers 
always gave the men a square deal as far as I know. The men always seemed 
to be completely satisfied in the way the P.M.W. was being run. Before 
the strike in 1937, I don't remember of hearing of any trouble between 
the P.M.A. and the mine management. The members seemed to feel that P.K.A. 
could do as much J'or the men as the U.M.T’, could, as far as wages and 
conditions were concerned. 


"I don’t remember any instances of picketing by U.M.V. men, 
or any literature put out by the U.M. 1 .;, before the strike in 1937. No 
one ever asked me to join the U.M.W., before the strike, although I 
heard that Austin, Albanese, Halo, Bohannon, Plotch, Carter, A nanias 
ancMjh^Jac aways , were trying to get men to join the U.M.TF. jgKB 
and took' coal from Albanese 1 s room, and I heard thath^^ 
was agitating for U.H.Ti., although he never said anything to me. 
Bohannon was also a mule driver at this time, but never said anything 
about U.M. '7. to me before the strike. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 






"I don't remember ary P.M.A. neebing the night before 
the strike. On the day of the strike, at the end 
of the day, I heard there was a strike, and didn't 
go back to the mine the next day. I think the strike 


was over some wage dispute, but I'm not sure. I did hear that Frank Austin, 
and a couple of others whose names I can't remember were kicked out of 
the P.H.A. because of U.M.W. activities, but I don't know anything more 
about it. 


"I remember that I signed a P.M.A. petition just after the strike. 


As I remember, this petition was to find out how many men favored the 
P.M.A. It seems to me that I signed one at Mine B, but I don't remember 
who took the petition, around, and I signed it because I preferred the 
P.M.A. to the tf.M.W. No one made me sign it. I don't remember signing 
any U.M.T7. petition this summer. 


to open up U.H.V. I told them that if they opened up 
U.LI.W. they would open up without me, because I didn't like the U.1I.TJ. 

He didn't threaten me or try to force me. There were some other fellows 
in the car, but I didn't recognize them. I started to vrork at my 
present job shortly after that. 


going to open, and giving me a certain time to come back to work. I 
don't remember just when I got that letter, because I had ray present 
job and wasn't intending to go back to the mine. 

"In the fall of 1937 I was out at the picket line at Mine B, 
when I wasn't working. I wasn't forced to go out, and never saw any men 
there who v ; eren't Mine B men. Tie were picketing, as I remember, to 
keep the U.M.17. men from going to work. I think the injunction was 
gotten to get the P.M.A. men away from the mipe, so the U.M.1V. men 
could get into the mine to work. 


I liked it better than the U.M.li. I don't remember any strong-armed 
tactics at the election, and think it was a fair election. After 
this election I had nothing more to do with Mine B. I had made up 
my mind not to go back to the mines, and I will never mine coal for 
Lewis* 

"I have read the foregoing, consisting of about three and 
a half pages, and state that it is true to the best 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 



"In the su mmer or fall of 1937, Bohannon came to my home at 

Springfield, and asked me to join the U.H.W. , saying 


"I remember getting a letter from Elshoff that the mine was 


"In the election of December, 1937, I voted for P.M.A. because 


Springfield, 111." 
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RE: JOHN L. LET. .IS, ET AL 


i>0 


7-6 


iNTERvm: viti-: 



let his residence, 

on September 4, 1943. He 



jointl y inte rviewed by 
nd ^ 

'ield , Illinois 
ollowing signed statements 


M ^ • „ - - 


l -• j 


u Dprin gx le-Lu , -LLj-inois 
September 4, 1943 

"I, the following voluntary statement to i 

whom I know to be Special agents of the 

r cderal Bureau of x nvcstigation, U.S. Department of Justice. 

S pr i n gf ieldjlll^ar^^ffl 



"Ifirst joined a nine union ir. m at Springfield, Illinois at 

no - This uni m was the United Mine Workers of emeries, which 
wiL^Tt^roferrcd to hereinafter as the U!TJ. I worked there for about one 
year at which time a tipple fell ^^and I wen^^o work at Mine *». I did 
not return to Mine B until about ^HBFrom I continued to work at 

Min„ B until Kay 12, 1937 vahen the nine closed, lifter the mine closed on 


Un.r TO 10/0 T fU f 1 not 


tm-i r»lrro+ rimr’ H n r» ra crr\ Vi *i r * V +jm 

VihW V A VJ. VA 4 * §. vy u V/ i -rf - - - x ^ — - 1 1 " ■ “ J 


when that nine attempted to open on three different occasions. I knew the 
mine was attempting to open from a notice in the newspapers and by word of 
mouth froa other miners. I did no^ go back to work at Mine B. until about 

started forking at Mine a and have continued working there until the present 
time. 


"In Sept. .mb r, 1932 I was working at Mine B and when John L. Lewis 
wanted the miners to take a reduction in wag<s, a vote was taken. The first 
vote tiken was aginst the reduction and on a second vote, the UK' officials 
claimed the ballots were stolen, and Lewis declared an emergency aftd pro- 
ceeded to sign up with the Operators at a reduction in the wage scale. I 
voluntarily joined the Progressive Mine “orkers of America, referred to here- 
inafter as the Pis., with the r,^t of the miners in Mine B, in September, 1932. 
I never t ok an active part in organizing Fli*. I ’.never have held an office 
in any rdne union* I feel that the- FTi. was a guixi union and the rank and file 
wore satisfied with that union and its officials. 
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RE: JOHN L. LE..TS, ET AL 


INTEHV1E I ‘.nCTli 
(continued) 


J=> 


? 


U2 


“Prior to 1932, Elshoff had some difficulties 
with the employees at Mine B. and he di s- 



charged the following men; 

and about tliree others. Elshoff clairaec 
these men were creating dTssention . These men were all member of the UK7. 
At this time, Elshoff did not belong to the Operaters Association. The UITt 
arbitrated the case with Elshoff and he had his way. These men did not re- 
turn to work. This was prior to any thought of organizing another union, 
namely, the RL-i. S-ue relations between ^Ishoff and the PHI from 1932 to 
-pril 1937 nvr o good as far as I knar;. 


'h.bout l month before the mine closed down on May 12, 1937 there 
wore a number of men in Min., b who began organizing for U! 57. These men 
were Andrew Schreievi'us, Dominic pasqualo, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tory 
Flotch, J dm Ananias, also known as John Cotton, John Sirto\it, George Jacaway, 
Emory Jacaway, Charles Shannon, James Hale, I heard that these men were 
contacting PMA members to get them to join the UM . . I'm referring nor; to the 
porlxl before the mine vent on strike in May, 1937. Both James Hale and 
Tony Plotch talked to :.ic favoring the UM7 and wanted me to join the U]f7 as 
it was a larger organization. I did not sign up with Ulf.* because I felt that 
these men were being paid by UT " for their organizing work. Hale and Plotch 
hinted t'.:o or three times that it would be better if I joined the UM.r. 


“About a week before the mine closed, Pete Carter was seen by me 
passing out UI.5V cards out on top of Mine B, close to the office. The day 
before the mine closed, the PHA expelled Pete Carter and some others from that 
union for organizing for BIT.;. I did not attend this PMA meeting held on 
May 11, 1937 but heard about it the next day at the mine. On May 12, 1937 Els- 
hoff refused to discharge these men that had been expelled from the PJ?A, On 
this day, I was doing company work due to a cave in. T hat after noon the men 
were called out of the mine as Elshoff would not talk who was 

a PKA Board member. I did not know about loading coal cars short until I 
came out. However, this v>as not due to the wage scale question. 

“After May 12, 1937 I stayed out of this mine until December 1939. 

I did not attempt to go to work before that. I am not familiar with the wage 
scale problems or the retroactive feature of the agreement between Elshoff 
and the P?IA. I do not recall the PHA officials informing me about the de- 
tails of .this agreement. 

“I voluntarily signed the PHA petition of May 26, 1937 to show I was 
a PHA. member, I did not sign any other petition. 

“I believe that the 37LRB election on December 1 g, 1937 was fair. I 
did not see any strong arm tactics on the part of members of the PHA or the 
UM i. I received notice of the election tlirough the newspapers, and I went 
to the Arsenal and voted and no one tried to influence me. 
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RE: JOHN L* LETTIS, ET AL 




(continued) 



to 1942 


never 


heard of a big fire in Mine B prior 


Tl I v;gs working in Mine A as a FMA member when Elshoff bought it* I 
understood Elshoff was going to close Mine A dorm or operate it through iline 


if the miners did not join U1T7* Mine A and Mine B are connecting mines* I 
joined the UI5. r only to keep my job, 1 would rather be a member of the FMA. 

T, I have carefully read this statement consisting of three and one 
half pages and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge* No threats 
or promises have been made to induce me to make this statement* 



Witnessed: 



Special Agent* F* B. I 


Special Agent, F*B.I. U 
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JOHF L. LEvVIS, ET AL 



"was interviewed at Sprr 
1943, by Special Agent 
although he was cooperative, w 
rocord* 



Springfield, Illinois, 
Office on September 9, 
It is believed 
a fair witness « 


The following is a signed statement obtained from’ 



f, i>! 

do make the following voluntary 
to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau o3 
or promises of any kind have been made to me; I have been told that I need 


"Springfield , Illinois 
September 9, 1943 

field, Illinois 
who I know 
Eo threats 


-t- ^ _,U 




no 1/ na-XC tiny BbatL-mtnL anu bruit, units c> uujjiuxiu uu uaeu xn uuu i u* 


"I first joined a miner's union about the United Mine Workers, 

while T was working at the Piabody hi nc ~6 near Snerrnn, Illinois, I joined 
this nine of my ovm free will v;ithout any force or coercion* Although I 
have belonged to unions ever since I hav^nover held any office in a union* 

I was first employed at Mine ”3” about^Jj^^and I worked there until 1938 
shortly after the first N.L.P.B* election* I joined the Progressive Mine 
"orkers union in 1932 when the whole U*M. : '. local went over and formed the 
F*!M.A» I took no active part in the move* From 1932 to 1937 1 am aware of 
no unfriendly relations between F,;Aa. local #54 and Carl Elshoff* During 
this period I was entirely satisfied v/ith local #54 and believed that it was 
a good union. Insofar as I know all of the other miners in the union felt 
the same way about it. There was good attendance at the meetings and I 
saw no force or intimidation and I never heard of any money being paid to 
the union officials to get a job. During this period there was no strife 
or friction between the P.M.A. and the TJ.K.A* to amount to anything* After 
the Mine n B” was reopened as an open shop I quit *ork on account of my 
health and I have never gone back. Consequently I was not at the Mine during 
the trouble between U, ;.:*"."* and P^M.A. 


"I attended the meeting of Local #54 on May 11, 1937 when the five 
members vjere ousted on account of being spies for the U.MA-. As I remember 
it was, a regularly called meeting and a big majority of the membership ivas 
there* Several of the miners testified that these men had come to their 
homes and had tried to persuade thorn to go over and join the TJ.r.T, The 
accused non denied this but the membership voted to throw them out of the 
union* I worked at the mine the next day, I r ay 12, 1937 but I did not observe 
any of the negotiations or trouble* I worked all day and sent up full cars* 

1 did not find out about the trouble until I came up. 
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Re: JOHN L. LE.7IS, RT AL 


^ 7 o 


I NTERVIEW TTITH "I ronembor that I signed the petition of the P.M.W, of 

t f ^ »r I X . >U « ^ ff t> Tt 4 r, T ,.^ i y»v> wr /» 1 n ■? mn A mfi ■? ft 1 » 4 +TW 

r*iay 4 / 9 130/ -l-u ia-mt* o j.11 w* m«jv* *iy 

of the minors* I did not sign any other petition nor did 
I subsequently join United Mine n'orkers union. I did meet 
Tony Plotch and two other men whose names I do not now recall, one Sunday 
afternoon and they told me I had tetter join the U.M.T7. if I ever expected to 
go back to work at Mine "E n . This was during the time Mine "B* was being 
operated as an open shop* I told them that if I had to sign for U.M.'i* that 
1 would never work there. 




all true, 



signed) 


ituessed : 



Special Agent, F.B.I 



I/s/ 


Special Agent F.B.I. 
Springfield, Illinois” 
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RE: JOHN L. LE.TS, ET AL 


7 


^>10 


iringi iejj 



was jointly' interviewed 


INTKRVIE.: 

September 5, ±0*3^ 

fand HmmBat his residence, 

Llinoi^^HcTw^^^^ly furnished the following signed state- 
ment and indicated that he would willingly testify to the facts as set forth 
therein: 



"Springfield, Illinois 
September 5j 1943 



me i ox-Lovjing voxunuury suxv-iaum, to 
and whom I know to be Special Agents of 

3 oral bureau of Inve^igct^n, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Springfield, 111. and I was born 
Tret joined a nine union at Mine A 
is union was the United ^ino "orkers of 
..mcricr. , referred to hereinafter as the ini’. I worked at this mine for 
about six months and then went to Peabody Mine #57 and remained there un- 

+ 41 t -iw *4 1 *1 T ^ ill m* 1 -! r it*' + '■*»£> t'-i-v Kift e- ’i - 4 - ^/ys»r> + A + I't 

tlx rw XX -L * A-7 ijc. in;e.i uii^ IijULUx; oiidu uuu tu ui ■ 

- 1 * Sy' ' 

was out of a Mining job from this time* until V 

I got a job at Uinc B as a timborman, under th, , '.-t: and worked. there con- 
tinuously until the mine closed on Kay 12, 1937. I helped on the PlvLl 
picket line for several months in 1937. I was not out at this mine at any 
of the three times it tried to re-open. I heard it was going to open the 
first two times through the newspapers, but the third time I received a 
registered letter from Elshoff announcing that the mine was going to open. 



Ms tn 

work PMA, 

day , __ 

your teeth down your 


o Dencd as an open shop in Nov^rnb .r, 1939 I went back to 
I work ed there until February 23, 1942. On that 
aid, !f you are next, I T m going to drive 
oath 0 I was working as a cage man oq the bottom 


at this time and was making extra pay, I think one of the UI37 men wanted 
this job, I had already changed ov-jr to the UH4 at this time. I never 
went back to the mine aft.r that because the working conditions were not 
safe due to the activities of some of the UJIh members who had been U UV 


org-ni?.crp. <0. 4 he' 


©** 


uhe UK. had the bargaining rights at Kine B that union 


felt that thtr r had ma ny mine r s voi^king under the UTi* who were not sympa- 
thetic toward UKT, but *»Iio had joined merely to keep their jobs. 

■'Frorn^JJl^to 1932 I was a member of UIC7. I joined the PMA in 
September, 1932 at Springfield, Illinois, I vjcs unemployed at this time* 

I joined this union voluntarily. I think the Fill was a good union and the 
rank and file miners got along well with their union officers, I remained 
a Member of FI L. , the Fro^essive Kino Workers of America* until about 
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interview ..nh 

(continued) 



January, 1941 when the talk at the mine 
■was to the effect that a miner could 
not work there unless he was a member 


of UM.'. This was before the second NLRB election which was held in Febru- 
ary, 1941. I joined the 0157 a.einst my will to keep cy job. I have re- 
mained a member of the UIA, r since that tine. / 


"I never held an office in any mine union. I never took an active 
part in the formation of the PHI. I attended about half of the union 
meetings when I yvos a member of either union. The relations between 
Elshoff and the PMA from the time I started to work there in 1935 until 
April, 1937 were good. I do not know of anything Elshoff said to indicate 
that he favored the UII‘, prior to I lay, 1937. tocw the following men who 
were working at ’.line B prior to May 1937 who were ITT' sympathizers or 
organizers: Joe ^lbanesc, Dominic Pasquale, Frank Austin, John Ahanias, 

John Sirtout, Emory Jacaway, James Hale, Andrew Schrolevious, Pete 
Carter, Tony Plotch> Charles Bohannon. I heard that these men mentioned 
above were contacting the miners as aggitators for the UIJT, prior to the 
time Nine B closed on strike, but they did not contact me. 

"I was not at the phi. meeting on May 11, 1937 vfcen some of those U1C7 
organizers were expelled, but I heard about it the next day, May 12, 1937 
at the time, by word of mouth. The Pit. Pit Committee went to Falcetti 
and told him these men should not work as they had been expelled from the 
PM,.. Falcetti was reported to have said that he had no authority to dis- 
charge them as they had a right to work there under the collective bargain- 
ing regulations. 

"I went into the mine on Hay 12, 1937 and later • some coal cars came 
up short. I do not know why the cars were shorted. Later, the men were 
informed they should come out of the mine. I was not familiar with the 
wage scale controversy. However, on May 12, 1937 seme of the Hit.' organ- 
izers told me thattheniA did not have a contract with Elshoff which was 
retroactive. of the FI A. showed us miners a copy of the contract 

containing the retroactive clause that had Elshoff' s name on it. 

"I voluntarily signed the PMA petition of Hay 26, 1937 to show I 
was a PMA member. I also signed another PMA petition in 1937, but I am 
not sure what it was for. I voted in the NLRB election. No one forced me 
to vote, and I never heard it was fraudulent. Ho strong arm tactics were 
used by either union to lay knowledge. I also voted in the NLRB election 
on February 21, 1941. This election was fair as far as I know, *.‘e could 
vote anyway wo wanted to. However, as I nemti oned before in this statement, 
the miners at Mine B had already been signed up by UM.7 the month before as 
they had been informed they could not hold their jobs at that mine unlose 
they did. therefore the result of the NLRB election was known before the 
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(continued) 


rote. I remember after this election at 
a meetin g held b y UII.7 that organizer 

F^KcSfettc) got up in 

the mooting and jaade a t.-lk and said, "some oi our membership do not be- 
lieve in the UK..." He was referring to the vote taken in the 1ILRB election 
when some miners voted for PKh, and the/ were all supposed to have signed 
uo with UK..' before this election. 


"I think Elshoff and Falcetti favored the UK..'. Elshoff was paying 
his lease rental v/hen the mine was closed, therefore taking a loss, but I 
don't know why he did not work the mine when he had plenty of PIU. men 
rend/ to work. I prefer the PKh union due to the leadership of John 
L. Louis. 


"I hav^ carefully real and fully understand the three and one half 
papes of this statement and it contains the truth to the best of ay 
knowledge." 

hi 

"Witnessed: 

R.I. 

B.I." 




0 


1 


JOHN L. lil.TIS, ET AL 



tv as quil 


durin 


seemed to De or average intelligence, it 

the course of this interview that although he was 


attempting to recollect the event, he could not recollect the chronological 
order of events as they occurred at the ti me he wa s working for Mine B* In 
view of this fact it is not believed that ^U^p?ould make a good witness. 

At the time of this interview 
statement: 



executed the follov7ing signed 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 5* 1943 



ke the following 
'whom have identi- 


n I> 

voluntary sta tone: i 1 
fied themselves as Special Agents in the Federal bureau of Investigation. 
No tlireats or promises hav e been ma de to m e to induce me to mak e a state- 
ment, I was horn in 




"I started working at nine B about and I was working 

there in 1932 v.hon Progressive Mine workers was organized, I had nothing 
to do with forming P M A but joined when the rest of the miners did. As 
I remember, Kla got along all right with the nanag ment of Mine B, and the 
members of F71A were satisfied with the officers of the Union, 


l, I do not recall anything about any contract expiring on March 31 $ 

1937, nor any argument about wages. 

11 1 have a very poor memory and I don't recall an 2 r thing about any P.M.A. * 
momoers working for U.li.TI. I remember there was a lot of tilings going on, 
but I do not recall what they were* 

,l 0n the da; of the strike I was working in the Southwest part of 
Mine B. I don f t remember anybody loading cars short that day, and I didn't 
know that there r;as any trouble until I came out of the mine at jiy regular 
quitting time. Then I learned that there was some trouble, but I don't 
think anyone kneu just what was wrong. I don't remember anything about any 
nen being expelled from P.M.A. I do not remember signing any petitions that 
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IHTLRVIE; vHTK 
(continued) 


summer , but I could have signed one without 
remembering it, I never attended many union 
meetings * I do not recall about the attempted 
opening of the nine in Septumber, 1937 but I think I was on a picket line 
a day or two* I do not remember voting in the 1JLRB election, I was 
notified to return to work in 1939 but I was too old, xsy tools were buried, 
and I did not return. I have not worked since. 


T, Tho above statement was read to me by Special ^y\:nt 
is true and correct to the best of my memory*" 



and it 



irv'-: 4- „ r 3 . 

1 Lnessecis 



) Spv-C'ial Agents, FBI 
) U. S. Bspt. of Justice" 


- 149 - 


* 


0 


0 


JOHB L. Lff.'IS, ET AL 


' 

•M* * 



[an; 


wag Inte rviewed at his 

residence, Springfield* 
I llinois. on Septe mber 6^I945» by Special 

lone number 



flffiril fl-f +.Kp 

1 -U.UL AO ^Ji vw “ w *■**“ 

He informed ha has never been arrestee 


Desks 


Snringf ield* 

and understands English well* and ha & above the average mlSsr^s 
intelligence. He would make a good witness, but has little information 
to offer. 


The following signed statement has been executed by 


¥ 


Hr x -n * _ i j tn 

iJJJl 

Sept. 6, 1943 

L f ie ld » 

;he fol lowing voluntary V^atemen^ 

»hom I knew to be Speoial Agent a of the Federal 
Bureau - oT~ Investigation. I make it without fear of threat, force 
of precise of any kind. 





I first 

111. I then joined 
smart ed working in 

From about the 


_ 

"1 was born in jp 

started to nine coal in ^ VU ^IH| 
the United Tine Workers of America Union* 
the } ine in Springfield, 111.* in about 
fall of 1932 until tho spring of 1933, I worked at the Peabody 7^53 
mine* During this ti ~e I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of 
America Union and 1 quit the HIT". The reason I changed was because 
John L* Lewis's bunch stole ballots and declared an emergenoy and 
they said we had to go to work. 


I took no active part in the organ it etion of the PtIA and 


I have never he 



Lewis and his crowd* 




did this to help fight John L* 


* During the time from 1932 until Hay of 1937 I thought the 
FLA v;a$ an honest union. X thought the officials were honest and I 
did not think there were any unusual assessments* About 1933 we -were 
assessed 10 % but this w&e for other FKA men who weren't working and I 
didn't think this was too much. I hsd started working a t IE ine 
again in the fall of 1933 and worked there until Kay of 1957. 

m I remember the bombing trials along about 1935 and I don't 
think the men got a fair trial because frem v?hat T know and read 
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